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The Impact Of Asymmetric Threats In The Sahel
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the repercussions of emerging asymmetric threats in the African
Sahel region on Algerian security in its various dimensions. The region is experiencing rapid
security developments, particularly in light of the security fragility of its states and their inability
to exercise full sovereignty over their territories. This situation has turned the region into a
breeding ground for various forms of threats, especially those characterized by dynamism and
flexibility, such as terrorism and organized crime. These two phenomena have had negative
repercussions on the security of the countries in the region as well as neighboring states, including
Algeria, due to its extensive borders with several Sahel countries, such as Mauritania, Mali, and
Niger. Therefore, the study highlights the most prominent threats prevailing in the region, with a
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particular focus on terrorism and organized crime, and examines their negative repercussions on
Algerian security in its various dimensions. The study reached several conclusions, including that
the Sahel region constitutes a zone of crises and that the security fragility of the region’s states has
negatively affected Algerian national security.

KEY WORDS: Algeria, the African Sahel, security threats, organized crime, terrorism.
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