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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of transnational intellectual communities as one
of the most pressing non-traditional challenges to societal security in the Arab world. Based
on the Copenhagen School’s framework of security studies, it explores how such networks
undermine national identity and cohesion by fostering external loyalties. Using an analytical-
comparative approach, the study reviews cases including the Muslim Brotherhood, Salafi
networks, Shi’a militias, Francophone elites, and the Zionist movement, highlighting their
shared mechanisms despite different ideological foundations. Findings indicate that these
communities represent a form of soft intellectual warfare that transcends military threats by
eroding identity and the social contract. The research concludes that countering such
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dynamics requires comprehensive strategies combining educational reform, stronger national
identity, resilient state institutions, and enhanced regional and international cooperation.

KEY WORDS: Transnational intellectual communities, societal security, national identity,
globalization, intellectual warfare.

1. Introduction

Contemporary states face a rapidly shifting security environment in which non-military
threats increasingly overshadow conventional dangers. While traditional realist paradigms
emphasized the centrality of territorial defense and military capabilities, recent scholarship in
security studies has highlighted the growing importance of societal security as a core
dimension of state stability (Buzan, Weever, & de Wilde, 1998). Societal security pertains to
the protection of cultural identity, language, religion, and collective memory—the very
foundations upon which social cohesion and national legitimacy rest.

In this context, the emergence of transnational intellectual communities constitutes
one of the most pressing challenges of the twenty-first century. These communities transcend
state boundaries and articulate forms of belonging that compete with, or even replace,
national loyalties. Members draw their symbolic and strategic orientations from external
references—religious, ideological, cultural, or geopolitical—leading to what scholars describe
as a “dual loyalty dilemma” (Anderson, 2006).

This phenomenon is particularly pronounced in the Arab world, where weak state
structures, contested national identities, and recurrent conflicts provide fertile ground for the
expansion of cross-border communities. Since the Arab uprisings of 2011, the region has
witnessed the proliferation of ideological networks supported by external actors, ranging from
Islamist movements such as the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafi groups, to Shi‘a
organizations aligned with Iran, to Francophone elites tied to French cultural spheres, and
even Zionist intellectual networks influencing diaspora politics (Trager, 2016; Commins,
2006; Takeyh, 2009). Despite their diversity, these groups share a common capacity to
reshape domestic politics and undermine societal security by eroding the symbolic boundaries
of the nation-state.

Beyond the Arab region, comparative examples confirm the global relevance of this
phenomenon. In Europe, diasporic Turkish communities have been mobilized as instruments
of Ankara’s soft power (Yavuz & Esposito, 2003). In South Asia, transnational Islamist and
Hindu nationalist networks have been deployed in electoral and sectarian conflicts (Roy,
2014). Similarly, in Latin America, transnational evangelical movements reshape political
discourses by linking religious networks with partisan mobilization (Freston, 2001). These
examples underscore that the Arab experience forms part of a broader global transformation
in which intellectual and ideological communities transcend borders, challenge sovereignty,
and destabilize the traditional social contract.
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Research Problem:

The central research question of this study is: How do transnational intellectual
communities impact societal security in the Arab world, and through which mechanisms do
they influence national identity and institutional stability?

Objectives:

1. To analyze the historical emergence and evolution of transnational intellectual
communities in the Arab region.
2. To examine the mechanisms by which these communities affect societal security.
3. To identify strategies for mitigating their destabilizing effects while reinforcing
national identity.
Methodology:
This research adopts a comparative analytical approach that integrates:

e Theoretical comparison, engaging realist, liberal, constructivist, and critical
perspectives.
o Comparative case analysis, focusing on multiple Arab states and diasporic
communities.
« Historical analysis, tracing the transformations of these communities before and after
the Arab uprisings.
Outline:

o Chapter 2: Case Studies of Transnational Intellectual Communities in the Arab World
o Chapter 3: Mechanisms of Impact on Societal Security

o Chapter 4: Comparative Theoretical Approaches

o Chapter 5: Contemporary Challenges and Strategic Responses

o Chapter 6: Conclusion

2. Conceptual Framework and Definitions
2.1 Defining Key Concepts

The notion of transnational intellectual communities remains contested in academic
literature. In this study, it refers to organized or ideological networks that transcend the
geographical and political boundaries of the nation-state, deriving legitimacy and
strategic direction from external references. These communities may be religious, political,
cultural, or linguistic in orientation, but they share the ability to foster cross-border solidarity
and mobilization. This definition builds on Benedict Anderson’s (2006) concept of imagined
communities, extending it beyond national borders into transnational spaces.

The concept of societal security, as theorized by the Copenhagen School, is understood
as the ability of a society to preserve its essential identity—language, religion, cultural
traditions—amid external or internal pressures that may alter or erode those features (Buzan,
Waever, & de Wilde, 1998, p. 119). Unlike state security, which is concerned with sovereignty
and territorial integrity, societal security highlights the vulnerability of collective identity to
ideological penetration and symbolic subversion.
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This framework is particularly relevant in the Arab world, where colonial legacies,
authoritarian governance, and regional conflicts have produced fragmented identities.
Competing allegiances—to tribes, sects, or transnational religious movements—often rival
the state in providing meaning and solidarity. This creates what Anthony Smith (1991) termed
“the crisis of national identity,” where the nation struggles to construct a cohesive historical
and cultural narrative that resonates with its citizens.

To enrich this framework, the study also draws on Antonio Gramsci’s (1971) notion of
cultural hegemony, which highlights the role of intellectual and cultural elites in shaping
collective consciousness. Transnational intellectual communities may thus be conceptualized
as vehicles of counter-hegemony, introducing alternative worldviews that challenge dominant
national narratives.

1.1 2.2 Methodological Approach
The methodological orientation of this study rests on three pillars:
1. Theoretical Comparison:
o Realist scholars (Morgenthau, 2005) view transnational communities as
instruments of state power, serving external patrons.
o Liberal perspectives (Keohane, 1984) emphasize the role of weak institutions
in enabling these groups.
o Constructivists (Wendt, 1999) highlight the centrality of identity in explaining
their appeal.
o Critical theorists (Marcuse, 1964) situate them within systemic inequalities and
crises of global capitalism.
2. Comparative Case Analysis:
o Examining Islamist, Shi‘a, Francophone, and Zionist communities in the Arab
world.
o Situating these cases within broader global parallels to avoid regional
exceptionalism.
3. Historical Analysis:
o Tracing the evolution of these communities across three critical periods:
= The colonial and early independence era (1920s-1970s).
= The post-Cold War and globalization phase (1990s—-2010).
= The post-Arab Spring transformations (2011-present).

This framework provides a multidimensional lens to capture the complexity of
transnational intellectual communities as both products of global transformations and active
agents in reshaping local political and societal landscapes.

3. Case Studies of Transnational Intellectual Communities in the Arab World

3.1 Religious-Political Networks: The Muslim Brotherhood

The Muslim Brotherhood (al-lkhwan al-Muslimun), founded in Egypt in 1928 by
Hassan al-Banna, represents one of the earliest and most enduring examples of a transnational
intellectual community. Emerging initially as a socio-religious reform movement, the
Brotherhood quickly developed into a political and ideological network with branches across
the Arab and Islamic world. By the late twentieth century, the Brotherhood had established a
presence in over 70 countries (Trager, 2016).
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The transnational nature of the Brotherhood rests on two pillars:

1. Doctrinal Universality: A vision of Islam as a comprehensive system regulating
politics, society, and individual conduct.

2. Organizational Flexibility: The creation of semi-autonomous branches adapting to
local conditions while maintaining allegiance to the global movement.

The rise of Turkey’s Justice and Development Party (AKP) under Recep Tayyip
Erdogan marked a qualitative transformation. Turkey provided political, financial, and media
support to Brotherhood-affiliated groups, particularly after the Arab uprisings of 2011
(Cagaptay, 2020). This strategic partnership enabled Brotherhood actors to project influence
across Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, and beyond.

e Tunisia: Ennahda, under Rached Ghannouchi, drew heavily from the Turkish model
of “Islamic democracy,” seeking to reconcile Islamic references with electoral
pluralism (Wolf, 2017).

o Libya: The Justice and Construction Party aligned with Turkish and Qatari sponsors
to build coalitions involving militias and civil institutions (Pack, 2013).

o Egypt: After briefly attaining power in 2012, the Brotherhood’s downfall in 2013
reinforced its reliance on external sanctuaries (particularly Turkey and Qatar).

While some scholars interpret the Brotherhood as a vehicle for democratization within
Islamic societies, critics argue it represents a destabilizing force by fostering transnational
allegiances at the expense of national cohesion (Trager, 2016).

3.2 Ideological-Doctrinal Networks: The Salafi Movement

The Salafi movement, rooted in doctrinal puritanism and influenced by Wahhabi
thought, represents another archetypal transnational intellectual network. Since the 1970s,
Saudi Arabia invested billions of dollars in building global networks of mosques, universities,
and charitable organizations to promote Salafi ideology (Commins, 2006).

In the Arab Maghreb, Salafism generated cultural and political tensions. In Algeria, the
growth of Salafi currents challenged the dominance of traditional Sufi orders and the Maliki
school of jurisprudence, sparking ideological polarization within society (Khosrokhavar,
2005). Similar dynamics appeared in Morocco, where Salafi preachers utilized satellite
television and online platforms to disseminate their doctrines.

Salafism’s impact on societal security lies in its insistence on a rigid interpretation of
Islam that delegitimizes local religious traditions and state-sponsored religious authorities.
This often results in a weakening of social cohesion and increased wvulnerability to
radicalization. Moreover, the transnational funding channels linking local Salafi groups to
Gulf sponsors illustrate how ideological globalization undermines state sovereignty.

3.3 Geopolitical Networks: Shia Movements

Shia intellectual and political networks, particularly those linked to Iran, combine
ideological, doctrinal, and geopolitical dimensions. Since the 1979 Iranian Revolution, Tehran
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has invested in creating what is often termed the “Axis of Resistance,” encompassing
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Shi‘a militias in Iraq, the Houthis in Yemen, and other affiliated
movements (Takeyh, 2009).

e Lebanon: Hezbollah remains the most sophisticated example of a Shia transnational
community. Beyond its military wing, Hezbollah operates a parallel system of
education, healthcare, and welfare institutions, effectively functioning as a ‘“state
within a state” (Norton, 2014).

e lraq: Post-2003, Iran-supported militias such as the Badr Organization and Kata’'ib
Hezbollah integrated into the state apparatus while maintaining loyalty to Tehran.

e Yemen: The Houthis’ rise reflects the penetration of Iranian ideology into local
grievances, transforming a tribal rebellion into a regional proxy conflict.

These networks exemplify how transnational communities, when supported by state
sponsors, transcend ideological influence to become instruments of geopolitical projection.
Their activities not only destabilize host states but also alter regional power balances.

3.4 Cultural-Linguistic Networks: Francophone Communities

Unlike Islamist or sectarian networks, Francophone intellectual communities operate
primarily through cultural and linguistic channels. Rooted in colonial history, Francophone
elites in the Maghreb retain strong ties with French institutions in education, media, and
cultural production (Verschave, 1998).

In Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia, Francophone elites dominate sectors such as higher
education, bureaucracy, and media, often shaping policies in ways aligned with French cultural and
political interests. Through student exchange programs, publishing industries, and Francophone
NGOs, France continues to exert symbolic influence over North African societies.

The societal security implications are subtle but significant: Francophone dominance
perpetuates linguistic hierarchies, marginalizes Arabic or Amazigh languages, and embeds
dual cultural loyalties. Critics argue this creates a form of “cultural dependency” that
undermines efforts at constructing cohesive postcolonial national identities (Saada, 2010).

3.5 Hybrid Networks: Zionist Movements

Zionist intellectual and political networks represent a hybrid model, blending religious,
nationalist, and geopolitical dimensions. Historically, the Zionist movement mobilized
diaspora communities to establish the State of Israel in 1948, thereby institutionalizing a
transnational project into a state-centered leadership hub (Herzl, 1988).

Today, global Zionist organizations such as the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) wield significant influence on U.S. foreign policy (Mearsheimer & Walt,
2007). Beyond lobbying, Zionist intellectual communities operate through educational
initiatives, media representation, and interfaith dialogue platforms to maintain diaspora
solidarity with Israel.

From the perspective of Arab societal security, Zionist transnationalism is perceived not
only as an external threat but also as an intellectual and symbolic challenge, particularly in
contexts where normalization debates polarize public opinion. These networks exemplify how
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transnational intellectual projects can institutionalize long-term influence by intertwining
identity, politics, and international alliances.

4. Mechanisms of Impact on Societal Security

Transnational intellectual communities shape societal security through multiple and

often overlapping mechanisms. These mechanisms operate at cultural, political, and
technological levels, reinforcing transnational loyalties that may erode the cohesion of host
societies.

4.1 Media and Digital Platforms

The proliferation of digital technologies has transformed how transnational intellectual

communities interact with their target audiences.

Satellite Channels: Networks such as Al Jazeera, Al Arabiya, and Turkish TRT
Arabic function as platforms not only for news but also for ideological dissemination
(Miles, 2005). Brotherhood-affiliated or Salafi-oriented media outlets amplify
narratives of victimhood, religious solidarity, and political mobilization.
Social Media: Facebook, Twitter (X), and YouTube provide decentralized arenas
where communities bypass state controls, enabling rapid diffusion of ideas. Salafi
preachers, for instance, reach millions of followers through live sermons, while Shia
networks utilize WhatsApp and Telegram for mobilization in Iraq and Lebanon (Al-
Rawi, 2017).
Hybrid Campaigns: Turkey’s AKP leverages digital diplomacy and diaspora media
to cultivate loyal communities abroad, framing Erdogan as both a political leader and
a cultural symbol (Yilmaz & Morieson, 2022).

Through these channels, transnational actors cultivate “imagined communities” that

transcend territorial boundaries, reshaping individual and collective identities.

4.2 Educational and Religious Institutions

Education represents a long-term mechanism of influence.

Religious Schools (Madrasas): Saudi-sponsored institutions export Salafi curricula
emphasizing doctrinal purity and loyalty to transnational umma rather than national
identity (Commins, 2006).

Universities and Scholarships: Turkey offers scholarships through programs like
Tirkiye Burslari, creating cohorts of graduates ideologically inclined towards Ankara.
Similarly, Iran’s Al-Mustafa International University recruits students globally to
propagate Shia doctrines (Louér, 2012).

Curriculum Penetration: Francophone institutions in North Africa embed French
language and cultural values within national education systems, fostering dual
intellectual loyalties.

245



Transnational Intellectual Currents and Their Impact on Societal Security
ALI Mounir DOUALA Fella ARBI AOUDA

These educational strategies cultivate elites who later occupy influential positions in politics,
media, and civil society, thereby institutionalizing transnational ideological influence.

4.3 Financial and Charitable Networks

Charitable organizations serve as both humanitarian tools and vectors of ideological
dissemination.

e Islamic Charities: Gulf-based charities, often linked to Salafi groups, distribute aid
contingent upon adherence to particular religious doctrines (Hegghammer, 2010).

e lranian Welfare Programs: Hezbollah and allied movements provide healthcare,
housing, and welfare, constructing parallel legitimacy structures that compete with
weak state institutions (Norton, 2014).

o Diaspora Contributions: Zionist communities leverage philanthropy and remittances
to sustain educational and lobbying initiatives abroad, reinforcing long-term solidarity
with Israel.

By controlling flows of resources, transnational actors not only alleviate social needs
but also shape identity and loyalty structures within target communities.

4.4 Political Mobilization and Lobbying

Transnational intellectual communities directly influence political agendas in both host
and origin states.

o Electoral Politics: In Tunisia and Egypt, Brotherhood affiliates used transnational
networks to secure funding and international legitimacy during elections.

« Lobbying: Zionist organizations in the United States exemplify how diaspora
intellectual communities institutionalize influence over policymaking (Mearsheimer &
Walt, 2007).

o Diaspora Mobilization: Turkish and Iranian governments actively cultivate diasporas
as extensions of state power, transforming migrant communities into lobbying bases
within Europe and North America.

This political mobilization often undermines the sovereignty of host states by
introducing external agendas into domestic arenas.

4.5 ldentity Construction and Symbolic Power

At the core of transnational influence lies the reconfiguration of identity. Intellectual
communities construct symbolic frameworks that redefine belonging.

o Religious Narratives: Brotherhood discourses frame the umma as the primary locus
of loyalty, delegitimizing national borders as colonial constructs.

o Cultural Narratives: Francophone elites perpetuate the notion of belonging to a
global Francophone civilization, diluting local nationalist projects.

e Heroic Leadership: Figures such as Erdogan, Hassan Nasrallah, or global Salafi
preachers are elevated as transnational icons, embodying values that transcend
national contexts.
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This symbolic power constitutes a profound challenge to societal security, as it shifts
the axis of legitimacy from the nation-state to transnational identities.

5. Comparative Theoretical Approaches

The phenomenon of transnational intellectual communities requires a multidimensional
analytical framework. No single theoretical paradigm can fully capture its complexity, as
these communities operate across political, cultural, economic, and technological spheres. A
comparative engagement with major schools of thought in International Relations offers a
more comprehensive understanding.

5.1 Realist Approach

From a realist perspective, states remain the primary actors in world politics, and
transnational intellectual communities are often perceived as instruments in the struggle for
power.

o Communities as Proxies: Turkey’s support for the Muslim Brotherhood after the
Arab Spring exemplifies how states utilize ideological networks to expand their sphere
of influence in Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia (Cagaptay, 2020).
« Balancing and Counter-Balancing: Iran’s support for Shia militias such as
Hezbollah and the Houthis reflects a realist strategy of countering regional rivals
(Saudi Arabia, Israel, USA) through proxy warfare (Takeyh, 2009).
e Soft vs. Hard Power: Even cultural-linguistic communities, such as Francophone
networks, are tools of geopolitical competition, enabling France to maintain a foothold
in North Africa (Verschave, 1998).
Strengths: Realism effectively explains the strategic use of communities by states to project
influence.
Limitations: It fails to capture the internal motivations of individuals or the cultural-symbolic
dimension of identity, reducing communities to mere state pawns.

5.2 Liberal Approach

The liberal perspective emphasizes institutions, governance, and interdependence in
shaping global politics. For liberals, the strength of democratic institutions determines
whether transnational communities destabilize or integrate within national systems.

o Institutional Weakness: In fragile Arab states, weak judicial systems and lack of
inclusive political participation provide fertile ground for transnational loyalties. The
collapse of institutions in Libya and Yemen allowed Brotherhood, Salafi, and Shia
networks to embed themselves in governance structures (Pack, 2013).

e Rule of Law and Accountability: Where institutions are strong (e.g., Tunisia post-
2011), communities like Ennahda could be partially absorbed into democratic
frameworks, reducing their destabilizing effect (Wolf, 2017).

e Economic Interdependence: Liberal theory also highlights how aid, trade, and
international organizations can restrain the influence of ideological networks by
fostering cooperation and prosperity.
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Strengths: Liberalism explains how strong institutions can mitigate transnational influence.
Limitations: It tends to overlook deep-rooted identity politics and cultural attachments that
cannot be neutralized by institutional reforms alone.

5.3 Constructivist Approach

Constructivism prioritizes identity, norms, and social interaction as drivers of political
behavior. This lens is particularly useful for analyzing the symbolic power of transnational
intellectual communities.

« Identity Formation: Brotherhood discourses resonate with narratives of pan-Islamic
solidarity, which often override national loyalty. Similarly, Salafi preaching frames
belonging to the umma as a sacred duty (Wiktorowicz, 2005).

e Norm Diffusion: Through education and media, communities spread norms that shape
perceptions of legitimacy, morality, and justice. For instance, Hezbollah constructs
narratives of “resistance” that appeal to Shia communities globally (Norton, 2014).

o Diaspora Dynamics: Constructivism helps explain how migrant communities
maintain symbolic ties with their homelands while also adapting to host societies
(Brubaker, 2001).

Strengths: Constructivism illuminates why individuals join and identify with these
communities beyond material incentives.

Limitations: It sometimes neglects structural factors such as economic deprivation,
authoritarian repression, or state collapse, which often enable these identities to flourish.

5.4 Critical Approach

The critical theory perspective situates transnational intellectual communities within
broader systemic crises of capitalism, inequality, and global power hierarchies.

o Communities as Resistance: Islamist, Shia, or leftist intellectual movements are
viewed as responses to the failures of global neoliberalism, which has generated
widespread disillusionment in the Arab world (Marcuse, 1964).

e Hegemony and Counter-Hegemony: Francophone elites and Zionist organizations
reflect how hegemonic powers institutionalize cultural and intellectual dominance. In
contrast, Islamist and anti-colonial movements emerge as counter-hegemonic projects
challenging Western dominance.

o Global Inequalities: Migration patterns, digital divides, and economic dependency
explain why diasporas often become receptive to transnational narratives that promise
justice and empowerment.

Strengths: Critical theory reveals the structural injustices that fuel the rise of transnational

communities.
Limitations: Its macro-level focus risks underestimating the agency of local actors and the

strategic role of states in manipulating these communities.
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5.5 Synthesis and Comparative Insights

A purely mono-theoretical approach risks oversimplification. The phenomenon of
transnational intellectual communities requires a synthetic perspective:

o Realism explains state manipulation.

« Liberalism highlights the role of institutions.

« Constructivism captures identity formation.

« Critical theory situates the issue within global inequalities.
A comparative framework thus allows policymakers and scholars to grasp both the external
drivers (state sponsorship, global capitalism) and internal dynamics (identity politics,
symbolic narratives) of transnational intellectual networks.

6. Contemporary Challenges

The twenty-first century has amplified the scope and complexity of transnational
intellectual communities through profound structural transformations. Beyond traditional
ideological or religious mobilization, these communities now operate in a globalized
environment shaped by digital technologies, migration flows, and protracted conflicts.
Together, these factors create both opportunities and risks for states struggling to preserve
societal security and national cohesion.

6.1 Digital Technology and Social Media

The digital revolution has fundamentally reshaped the terrain on which transnational
intellectual communities operate.

1. Dematerialization of Boundaries
Digital platforms erase geographical limitations, enabling communities to maintain
real-time connections across continents. For instance, the Muslim Brotherhood and
Salafi groups have established vast online infrastructures disseminating sermons,
videos, and ideological content without direct state control (Castells, 2015).

2. Algorithmic Radicalization
Social media algorithms amplify polarizing content, creating echo chambers that
reinforce ideological commitments and accelerate radicalization processes (Sunstein,
2017). Encrypted applications such as Telegram further allow clandestine coordination
beyond traditional surveillance mechanisms.

3. Hybrid Warfare and Information Operations
States increasingly weaponize digital communities in hybrid warfare. Turkey and Iran,
for example, use online networks to mobilize diasporas in Europe and the Middle
East, simultaneously shaping public opinion and destabilizing rivals (Yavuz &
Esposito, 2003).

4. Youth Vulnerability
Digital platforms particularly target younger generations, who are more digitally
connected but often less institutionally anchored. This demographic is both a strategic
reservoir and a vulnerability for Arab states.
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6.2 Globalization and Migration

Globalization and migration patterns have created fertile ground for the rise and resilience of
transnational intellectual communities.

1. Diaspora as Arenas of Influence
Migrant communities often retain symbolic attachments to their homelands. Turkish
diasporas in Germany or North African diasporas in France have become targets of
Ankara’s and Paris’s competing cultural policies (Brubaker, 2001). These diasporas
are not passive but actively shape debates in both host and origin countries.

2. Dual Loyalties and Identity Fragmentation
Migration generates dual loyalties, where individuals oscillate between legal
citizenship in host states and ideological identification with transnational references.
This duality complicates integration policies and exacerbates debates around
multiculturalism.

3. Socioeconomic Marginalization
Migrant communities experiencing discrimination or economic exclusion often seek
alternative sources of recognition. Transnational intellectual networks offer narratives
of empowerment, dignity, and belonging that resonate with marginalized groups.

4. Remittances and Financial Flows
Migrant remittances, while economically vital, can also serve as funding channels for
ideological communities abroad. This creates a dual dynamic of economic dependency
and political risk for fragile states.

6.3 Regional Conflicts and Proxy Wars

Protracted conflicts in the Arab region provide a structural breeding ground for transnational
intellectual communities.

1. Civil Wars as Open Arenas
Libya, Syria, and Yemen illustrate how civil wars dismantle state sovereignty, opening
spaces for ideological and sectarian networks to thrive. Brotherhood-affiliated parties
in Libya, Shia militias in Irag, and jihadist factions in Syria reflect this dynamic (Pack,
2013; Takeyh, 2009).

2. Proxy Dynamics
Regional powers, notably Turkey, Iran, and Saudi Arabia, exploit these conflicts by
supporting ideological allies. Proxy militias and intellectual elites become extensions
of foreign policies, institutionalizing transnational loyalties in fragile states.

3. Parallel Governance Structures
Armed communities often create parallel governance systems. Hezbollah in Lebanon
and the Houthis in Yemen operate schools, hospitals, and courts, establishing
legitimacy among populations while undermining state sovereignty (Norton, 2014).

4. Normalization of Violence
Long-term conflicts normalize violence as a means of political expression, embedding
ideological divisions into generational consciousness. These cleavages risk becoming
permanent, obstructing any post-conflict reconciliation efforts.
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6.4 Educational and Economic Dimensions

While less visible, structural educational and economic crises in the Arab world
significantly fuel transnational loyalties.

1. Education as a Battlefield
Weak, outdated, or ideologically biased curricula leave educational institutions
vulnerable to infiltration by transnational ideologies. Brotherhood, Salafi, and Shia
networks often invest heavily in parallel schooling systems.

2. Economic Fragility and Youth Unemployment
High unemployment rates among educated youth generate disillusionment with state
institutions. Transnational communities exploit this frustration by offering narratives
of justice, dignity, and opportunity beyond the state framework (Sen, 2006).

3. Intellectual Elites and Brain Drain
The migration of Arab intellectuals contributes to the formation of diaspora
communities that often become intellectual extensions of foreign agendas, reinforcing
external ideological influence.

6.5 The Generational Challenge

A final dimension of contemporary challenges is generational.

1. Youth as a Double-Edged Sword
The Arab region has one of the youngest populations globally. While youth could
serve as a foundation for innovation and reform, their alienation from political
participation makes them more receptive to transnational ideological narratives.

2. Digital Generational Divide
Older political elites often lack the digital literacy required to counteract online
mobilization, creating an asymmetry that benefits transnational communities skilled in
online propaganda.

6.6 Synthesis

The convergence of these challenges—digital globalization, migration, conflicts,
structural crises, and generational dynamics—has created unprecedented conditions for the
expansion of transnational intellectual communities. They now operate simultaneously in
physical and virtual spaces, across borders and generations, embedding themselves into the
socio-political fabric of multiple societies.

These challenges demonstrate that the issue is not confined to “security” in the narrow
sense but extends to cultural resilience, economic justice, and generational renewal.
Addressing them requires not only security responses but also comprehensive socio-political
reforms that reinforce the legitimacy and attractiveness of the nation-state.

7. Responses and Strategic Solutions

Addressing the threats posed by transnational intellectual communities requires
multidimensional strategies. These strategies cannot rely solely on coercive security
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measures; they must combine political, cultural, institutional, and international dimensions to
restore societal cohesion and reinforce the legitimacy of the state.

7.1 Strengthening National Identity

A strong and inclusive national identity represents the cornerstone of resilience against
transnational loyalties.

1. Educational Reform
States must reform curricula to emphasize inclusive national narratives that integrate
diversity while rejecting exclusionary ideologies (Smith, 1991). This requires:
o Replacing outdated or sectarian curricula with civic education that highlights
shared history and values.
o Promoting national languages alongside recognition of minority identities to
reduce feelings of marginalization.
o Encouraging critical thinking rather than rote learning, making youth less
susceptible to simplistic ideological discourses.
2. Cultural Programs and Public Space
Governments should invest in cultural initiatives—museums, theaters, public
debates—that promote pride in national heritage while fostering intercultural dialogue.
National days and symbols should be reinterpreted to resonate with younger
generations rather than imposed in a rigid or authoritarian fashion.
3. Inclusive Political Discourse
Political leaders must frame national identity as civic and inclusive rather than ethnic,
sectarian, or linguistic. This prevents external actors from exploiting divisions and
constructing alternative identities.
7.2 Enhancing Institutional Resilience

Institutions represent both the main targets and the first line of defense against transnational
communities.

1. Security and Intelligence Modernization

o Modern intelligence systems should adopt predictive analytics and cyber
capabilities to monitor digital mobilization by transnational groups.

o Security reforms must balance vigilance with respect for civil liberties, as
excessive repression can backfire by reinforcing transnational narratives of
victimhood (Nye, 2004).

2. Judiciary and Education Systems

o Reforming judicial systems reduces opportunities for infiltration, particularly
in contexts where community-based courts undermine state legitimacy (Rawls,
1999).

o Education ministries must strengthen oversight of private and religious schools
that may serve as incubators for transnational ideologies.

3. Accountability and Transparency
Strengthening institutional transparency—particularly in security and judicial
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sectors—prevents corruption and clientelism, which transnational communities often
exploit to build parallel loyalties (North, 1990).
7.3 Developing Credible Counter-Narratives

Countering ideological influence is not only a matter of coercion but of narrative competition.

1. Localized Narratives
Counter-narratives must resonate with cultural and historical realities of local
societies. For example, emphasizing the pluralist heritage of North Africa (Sufi
traditions, Amazigh identity) can undermine the appeal of imported Salafi models
(Khosrokhavar, 2005).
2. Youth-Oriented Communication
o Counter-narratives must be communicated in digital formats—videos,
podcasts, social media campaigns—accessible to younger generations.
o Collaborations with influencers, artists, and sports figures can make civic
messages more attractive than ideological propaganda.
3. Religious Authority
Strengthening the independence and credibility of national religious institutions (such
as Al-Azhar in Egypt or Zaytuna in Tunisia) is vital for providing theological counter-
arguments to extremist or sectarian discourses.
4. Civil Society Involvement
NGOs, universities, and media organizations should be mobilized to produce research,
campaigns, and cultural projects that challenge divisive narratives and reinforce
inclusive belonging (Benford & Snow, 2000).
7.4 Socioeconomic Responses

The appeal of transnational communities is often rooted in material deprivation and
systemic injustice.
1. Economic Inclusion
Policies must address unemployment, especially among educated youth. Investment in
innovation sectors, small enterprises, and social entrepreneurship can create new
opportunities for social mobility.
2. Social Justice and Equity
Providing fair access to health care, housing, and public services reduces the need for
communities to rely on transnational charities (Hegghammer, 2010).
3. Diaspora Engagement
States should create formal mechanisms to integrate diaspora contributions into
national development. Rather than being channeled into ideological causes,
remittances could support projects in education, infrastructure, and health, reinforcing
the legitimacy of state institutions.
7.5 Regional and International Cooperation

Given the cross-border nature of transnational intellectual communities, purely
domestic strategies are insufficient.
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1. Regional Frameworks

o The Arab League, African Union, and GCC should develop mechanisms to
share intelligence on financial flows, ideological campaigns, and cross-border
mobilization.

o Regional cultural initiatives—such as joint educational programs or Arab
youth exchanges—could foster cross-national solidarity based on civic rather
than sectarian or ideological lines.

2. International Cooperation

o Collaboration with Western and Asian states is essential to regulate the role of
diasporas and control funding for transnational groups.

o International organizations (UNESCO, UNDP) can support educational and
cultural reforms to strengthen national identity in fragile states.

3. Managing External Powers
States must adopt diplomatic strategies to counterbalance interventions by powers
such as Turkey, Iran, and France, which instrumentalize ideological communities as
extensions of soft power.
7.6 Strategic Synthesis

The responses outlined above reveal that countering transnational intellectual communities
requires a multilayered approach:

o At the cultural level, identity must be strengthened inclusively.
o At the institutional level, resilience must be ensured through reforms and
transparency.
e Atthe societal level, counter-narratives must resonate with local realities and youth
aspirations.
e At the economic level, structural inequalities must be reduced.
o At the regional and international levels, coordinated efforts are necessary to regulate
external influence.
Ultimately, the struggle against these communities is not only about preventing
destabilization but about redefining the social contract in the Arab region: building
inclusive, legitimate, and resilient states capable of integrating diversity without succumbing
to fragmentation.

8. Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that transnational intellectual communities constitute one
of the most complex and persistent challenges to societal security in the Arab world. They are
not ephemeral or marginal actors but deeply rooted networks that reshape loyalties,
undermine the cohesion of national identity, and weaken the legitimacy of political authority.
By operating across borders and drawing symbolic legitimacy from external ideological,
religious, or cultural references, these communities generate dual allegiances that contest the
authority of the nation-state and complicate the foundations of sovereignty.

Their impact goes far beyond the realm of ideas: they manifest in alternative
governance structures, parallel systems of justice, and competing symbolic narratives that
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erode the state’s capacity to regulate belonging and ensure cohesion. Through education,
media, diasporic mobilization, and digital platforms, these communities embed themselves
within the daily lives of individuals and groups, gradually transforming social perceptions and
political practices. The phenomenon of “new Ikhwanization,” for example, illustrates how
intellectual affiliations can evolve into instruments of intellectual warfare, detached from the
original movement but strategically employed to destabilize societies from within.

At the same time, the persistence of these communities highlights the structural
vulnerabilities of Arab states. Weak institutions, fragile social contracts, and fragmented
identities provide fertile ground for external actors to exploit transnational loyalties. Regional
powers such as Turkey, Iran, and France have recognized this potential and actively mobilize
these networks as instruments of soft power and geopolitical competition, further entrenching
the crisis.

The challenge, however, should not be understood solely through the prism of threat. It
also offers an opportunity for states to revisit their own internal arrangements, to rethink the
inclusiveness of national identity, and to strengthen the resilience of institutions. Repression
and securitization alone cannot provide sustainable solutions. Rather, what is required is a
multidimensional strategy: reforms in education and culture to anchor national narratives,
institutional modernization to close avenues of infiltration, and credible counter-narratives
capable of resonating with youth and diaspora communities alike. Moreover, regional and
international cooperation remains indispensable to counteract the cross-border character of
these networks, particularly in the domains of digital influence and financial flows.

In conclusion, transnational intellectual communities should be approached not as
temporary deviations but as enduring features of the contemporary political landscape. They
epitomize the shift from traditional, hard security threats to complex, soft forms of intellectual
and cultural warfare that target the very essence of societal cohesion. Addressing them
requires more than defensive measures; it demands a rearticulation of the social contract and a
renewed commitment to building states that are both legitimate and resilient in an age defined
by globalization, digitalization, and identity fragmentation.

255



Transnational Intellectual Currents and Their Impact on Societal Security
ALI Mounir DOUALA Fella ARBI AOUDA

References:

1.

Benford, R. D., & Snow, D. A. (2000). Framing processes and social movements: An overview and
assessment. Annual Review of Sociology, 26(1), 611-639. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.soc.26.1.611

Brubaker, R. (2001). The return of assimilation? Changing perspectives on immigration and its sequels in
France, Germany, and the United States. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 24(4), 531-548.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870120049770

Castells, M. (2015). Networks of outrage and hope: Social movements in the Internet age (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Polity Press.

Lijphart, A. (1977). Democracy in plural societies: A comparative exploration. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press.

Marcuse, H. (1964). One-dimensional man: Studies in the ideology of advanced industrial society. Boston:
Beacon Press.

Morgenthau, H. J. (2005). Politics among nations: The struggle for power and peace (7th ed.). Boston:
McGraw-Hill.

North, D. C. (1990). Institutions, institutional change and economic performance. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Nye, J. S. (2004). Soft power: The means to success in world politics. New York: Public Affairs.

Pack, J. (2013). The 2011 Libyan uprising and the struggle for the post-Qadhafi future. New York: Palgrave
Macmillan.

10. Rawls, J. (1999). A theory of justice (Rev. ed.). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

11. Sen, A. (2006). Identity and violence: The illusion of destiny. New York: W. W. Norton & Company.

12. Sunstein, C. R. (2017). #Republic: Divided democracy in the age of social media. Princeton, NJ: Princeton

University Press.

13. Takeyh, R. (2009). Guardians of the revolution: Iran and the world in the age of the Ayatollahs. Oxford:

Oxford University Press.

14. Wendt, A. (1999). Social theory of international politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

15. Yavuz, M. H., & Esposito, J. L. (2003). Turkish Islam and the secular state: The Gilen movement. Syracuse,

NY: Syracuse University Press.

Aal sas gl bl 50 S e 1y 0LE 358 Res i e il Ry sell Jpeal (1091) s ctian 16

256



