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European Court Of Human Rights Ruling On The Austrian
Judiciary's Criminalization Of Insulting The Prophet Of Islam
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Abstract:

Over the past two decades, manifestations of insults to Islam have spread in
many countries, and became evident when this insult included ridicule of the
Prophet of Islam. The political positions of the European countries concerned
have remained committed to the right to freedom of expression in the face of
these actions. On 2018, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that freedom
of expression could be restricted in the face of offensive statements about the
Prophet. The decision was criticized in Europe which downplayed its
significance and expressed fear of any interpretation that might lead to the
criminalization of blasphemy. The decision is an important reference that
contributes to a consensual philosophy for practicing freedom of expression in
the religious sphere.

Key words: European Court of Human Rights - Freedom of Expression - Abuse
of Prophet of God's Peace Be Upon Him-Islam
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