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Abstract:

The principle of universal criminal jurisdiction constitutes a jurisdiction that differs
from the traditional principles of criminal jurisdiction in international law, permitting a State
to exercise national jurisdiction over the most serious crimes of concern to the international
community as a whole, without any link between the committed crime and the State where
prosecution takes place; In contrast, the principle of extradite or prosecute appears in various
international conventions as an alternative obligation to extradite or prosecute, a reflection of
the duty of international cooperation to prevent and punish international crimes. This
principle is thus an enforcement mechanism for compliance with treaty clauses criminalizing
conduct.
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This study aims to address the issue of universal criminal jurisdiction from the angle of
its enforcement in the context of the obligation to extradite or prosecute, in order to prevent
impunity for those accused of committing serious international crimes; In order to establish an
effective enforcement mechanism through the obligation to extradite or prosecute, universal
criminal jurisdiction is of paramount importance by providing an additional jurisdictional
basis to ensure the enforcement of this mechanism, and thus the complementarity of the two
principles can deny safe haven and impunity to those accused of committing serious
international crimes, but achieving this end is subject to the cooperation of states, and should
ensure that their national courts can exercise universal criminal jurisdiction.

Keywords: Universal Criminal Jurisdiction; Obligation to Extradite or Prosecute;
International Crimes; Impunity; Cooperation.
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