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Abstract:

During the medieval period, the Sahara of the veiled peoples possessed a dense
network of internal roads that played a crucial role in connecting its active centers

with the areas where large tribes congregate for migration in the interior, and between
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these groups and external trading centers in several regions beyond the Sahara. This
network, in turn, served vital commercial functions, leading to the prosperity of the
Sahara's centers and increased trade both amongst themselves and with external trading
centers. This transformed the Sahara from a desolate and impenetrable barrier to trade
between the regions on either side into a vital link between several areas, and to the
land of the veiled peoples as a commercial intermediary between various regions in
North Africa, the Islamic East, and the lands of Sudan.

Here, we aim to highlight the most important branches of this Saharan road network,
the major international trade routes associated with it, and the overall economic roles

it played.

Keyworrds: Desert of the veiled ones — Awlil — Awdaghst — Azougui — Tadmekka —

the land of Qamnouria.
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