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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the nature of interaction and confrontation between the Western and
African schools of historical writing by tracing their intellectual and methodological foundations
and examining their impact on African historical consciousness. The study employs the historical,
analytical, and comparative methods, relying on selected examples from both schools’
historiographical discourse and analyzing their content, concepts, and epistemological
frameworks. The findings reveal that the Western school sought to impose a narrative centered on
Eurocentrism, which marginalized the African experience and distorted its civilizational image,
while the African school emerged as a liberating response aimed at rewriting history from an
indigenous perspective. The results also show that the initial confrontation between the two
schools gradually evolved into a critical interaction that generated new perspectives in method and
interpretation, contributing to the formation of an African historical consciousness that aspires to
reclaim identity, achieve epistemic independence, and construct a historical narrative grounded in
plurality and the complementarity of human experiences.

Keywords: Western school; African school; historical writing; historical consciousness;

Eurocentrism; African identity; epistemic interaction; historical independence; historical narrative.

60


mailto:rafaat2020.re@faps.cu.edu.eg
mailto:rafaat2020.re@faps.cu.edu.eg

ISSN: 1112-5144 A sal) Alaa
EISSN2600-6332 2026 4l 01 2 20 :alas

Lo onor g A B30 LR Cplane ) o Jelidly pleall Lot Blae 28 3Y) 2 )W) 20 Jut
Bale) Dgroy ()2 Job 25 wled ) B3 B3l gV RSL s 0o B (25 ) AplensaVl jaadl)
Ahae Agrle sa b alall ol maldl (3 O 52 SO Ll ey i Y Sl b e )Wl LS
) el Bl Bk Vgl e 5Vl sgdal (3 plaall e AT 08y by oW s dabe g e o
LYy (Sladl Laygiam Lol dnly G W) el Beogas o5 ey Ul ST ol e 2 3Y) )
il el W
Loyl I
Loy gyl LS (3 223N Ajully 2 sl dyuld el LS 1 W) J5lad) (3 ae )l ISy s
S A1 e sae RIS ods e pang S LAY W ol ol Balel 3 paladl ST Jeladl Ll
tlg
Cayp) o a2 B Lede ol @) Zmgilly 2,501 I Lo ]
€A ool gty 3 A Ayl las a2
Conto ) o poladly Jelid) jallas Lo .3
€AY A el 1l s3le] & g OF Joladl 1 S as” 4
thwl Wl Sl
Aagp V) Sl Gl e @36 Wi Jp (lamin) (o5 S5 3 e Bl a1
kY Al 515 e sl el Baley 2 Al JaE ad 31 Ayl 2
3 e 5y ) o2l 0 Selis almle Jam 3 sl o ceslias Wols oSG ) el o felidl) 3
W
(S5 sdaeg JalSae )6 Olas of Bball aed) juld Cdben 2 3Y) W el ol sale] L4
el 1 AP
iy Y W olehall 3 3, Sal Lladl ol e sdsly Je gl Llus WS (3 anhdll 2l oSS
Bale] i e S Ledgle 3 Ll 0 LS Wl Rl 3 ad Yl Al apull o Jelid) Bdus a
sdadl) e gy Mee Bae Olos sl Gie W dglassa W) olepdl e Taw a3 Bl e Lo
L gl s Jom L) 53] 8 s 5573 Ll Boalal) Lm0y tslidl ol oy JulSly laisVly
LM Y o 3 AW )l las Yl Bale] ssg we sy laaze ) A

61



ISSN: 1112-5144 A sal) Alaa
EISSN2600-6332 2026 4l 01 2 20 :alas

W\ [RINTY
T AR (PR USRI E USRI (N N
izl 4 psadly 3Ll pe Lagr Jolidly pliall allas e eSO 2
Ay Y gLt sbly W el LSCas Balel 3 Ay s Ayl e 51l 3
Bjlsie dgluily e el o AV BT o) sl 2leY (U s gl ¢ RALL 4
o WINL] 6
gy i iYly Gl peeyddl @ B S ks wd ol )W gl e duh il s
Sl gy cpmnd LS (lually lalbilly walil) S e Lagiy S0 Vlp BLEYI gl e 2 0Ll
3 ol o) el by pr ra) sl K85 3 asdsey Al Yl s Slaly (AW Ol folod
LSV Epld) RS k] gl S wlegally osadl Al
ity 2egilly capaldl) LY Y
i bl pduddll o3ty AW ool psede 1
Al 23U Aol Yl BBLa Lekayy ol ST b e oLy 5y gzv‘w\ I
Flrjinl 3,2 e 889 dhmad) I jpas 1S5 S3lely 22 S i) o) i ST RslaVly
Rogling ) WUy Dbl ok iy o Wi 3 Loguas eddly Wil 2dme 3o | )W) il
D2 2, Kl s b
Sl Jois o & e 351y Wty Geegosl) Blas las W ool 2dlddl sl O L
Sl il ol e el K bl sl Y1 el kg 22,11 slall i 2340
RS 3 2Vl Aal ol el el Lalal 3ally 2enddll Il e sy cailenl) 23
.(2)'@)L~J\

() Ki-Zerbo, Joseph: Histoire de I’Afrique Noire, Hatier, 1997, p. 23; Diop, Cheikh Anta: Civilisation ou
Barbarie, Présence Africaine, Lawrence Hill Books, 1981, p. 45; Mazrui, Ali: The Africans: A Triple Heritage,
BBC Publications, 1986, p. 67.

@ Falola, Toyin: Nationalism and African Historiography, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2024, p. 112;
Arowosegbe, Jeremiah O.: History and the Development of Historical Scholarship in Africa, History in Africa, vol.
51, 2024, p. 219; Nyarko, John Abbam: The Independentisation of African Historiography, Africania, Vol. 5,
Issue 1, 2025, p. 35.
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O Sheriff, Abdul: The History and Conservation of Zanzibar Stone Town, James Currey, London, 1995, p. 78.

@ Falola, Toyin: Historiography and the African Experience, 2023, p. 209; Enyegue, Jean-Luc: Writing African
History in a Global World: The Intercultural Paradigm, Interreligious Studies and Intercultural Theology, Vol. 5,
No. 1-2, 2021, p. 17; Arowosegbe, Jeremiah O.: History and the Development of Historical Scholarship in Africa,
p. 225.

© Falola, Toyi:, Historiography and the African Experience, p. 118; Mazrui, Ali: The Africans: A Triple Heritage,
p. 102; Abdul Sheriff, The History and Conservation of Zanzibar Stone Town, p. 84.

@ Ki-Zerbo, Joseph: Histoire de I’ Afrique Noire, p. 47.

® Diop, Cheikh Anta: Civilisation ou Barbarie, Présence Africaine, p. 55; Nyarko, John Abbam: The
Independentisation of African Historiography, p. 39; Mazrui, Ali: The Africans: A Triple Heritage, p. 75.

© Ki-Zerbo, Joseph: Histoire de I’ Afrique Noire, p. 52; Abdul Sheriff, The History and Conservation of Zanzibar
Stone Town, p. 88; Falola, Toyi:, Historiography and the African Experience, p. 120.
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) Enyegue, Jean-Luc: Writing African History in a Global World: The Intercultural Paradigm, p. 22.
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Historiography, p. 215; Mazrui, Ali: The Africans: A Triple Heritage, p. 110.
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Intercultural Paradigm, p. 30.
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