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Abstract:

Religion, whatever its source or methods of practice, has remained the most
important factor in the life of human society, whether that religion is a heavenly
religion or not, as the places of heavenly religion that exist to this day were in the

past centers of paganism, and no nation that embraced one of the heavenly religions
had not previously passed through a pagan era, and the Emirate of Zaria did not
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enjoy the privilege of being guided to monotheism directly without practicing
diverse forms of worship like other countries, as there were multiple beliefs in it that
were passed down through generations.

The Emirate of Zaria was dominated by pagan religions and beliefs that
dedicated to the existence of vital forces, some of which related to higher gods far
removed from man, or lower gods to whom sacrifices were offered to appease them,
as there was something related to the spirit of the ancestors, and their belief that
spirits reside in some trees, as they looked at them with reverence, as well as the
reverence of the graves of their ancestors and worshiping them.

Islam came to the Emirate of Zaria and found it not devoid of any religious
movement, until Islam spread in the Emirate and resulted in the distribution of
society where the nature of Islam helped tolerance with other religions and beliefs,
and society in the Emirate of Zaria depended to a large extent on the Islamic religion
where preachers and preachers were the most creative and efficient in influencing
society in Zaria, and we will address in our research study the importance of religion
in social life and its role in developing society in the Emirate of Zaria, as social
changes in Zaria led to a feature that affects many other personal aspects that
determine daily life such as earning a living, housing, the role of mosques in Zaria
and their impact on society, and confronting local beliefs and influencing them.
Keywords: Hausa - Traditional beliefs - Islam - Mosques - Magic.
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DThomas W. Dunk, (1983): Slavery in Hausaland an Analysis of the Concept of the Slave Mode of Production
with Special Reference to Kano Emirate, Nigeria, Master of Arts, Department of Anthropology, McGill
University, Montreal, pp. 11-12.
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