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Abstract

This research study examined the commonalities between the system of slavery and
old bondage prior to colonialism and the phenomenon of indigenous labor in the
African colonies. The significance of the study lies in addressing the issue of slavery
and the indicators of its continuity in Africa during the period (1885-1975). Slavery
is considered a phenomenon closely linked to the human aspiration to become an
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absolute master over the territories he controls, driven by the desire to possess power
and dominate everything within reach. This was highlighted by shedding light on the
European policies, measures, and labor laws that contributed to the creation of
unbalanced productive relations, which in turn facilitated the emergence of a labor
environment suitable for the continuation of slavery and bondage in Africa at that
time.The study was guided by the central question: Did European capitalist
economic policies succeed in transforming the local African individual into a mere
tool of colonial production? It was also based on the fundamental hypothesis that
there is a correlative relationship between the realization of capitalist economic
interests and the continuity of slavery within colonial productive relations in one
form or another.The findings revealed multiple historical indicators and evidence
confirming the persistence of slavery in the African colonies. This was reflected in
the shared features between the traditional system of slavery and the phenomenon of
African labor what may be termed "new slavery" in which European colonizers
relied on force, coercion, and deception to achieve material gain and profit.
Moreover, the study demonstrated the commitment of European governments
toward their subjects companies, institutions, and merchants by providing support,
removing obstacles, and facilitating the exploitation of the labor force from the
populations of African colonies.

Keywords: African labor, slavery and bondage, African colonies, capitalism,
colonialism.
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