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New notes on the identification of the inhabitants of the Qumnuriyya region of the
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Abstract

Medieval Arab sources, most notably Al-Idrisi and Ibn Khaldun,
spoke remarkably—albeit very briefly—about a dense human presence
represented by prosperous villages and cities under the name "Bilad
Qumnuriyya," established over a vast geographical area in the Mulathmin
Desert during the Middle Ages. This experience ended tragically with the

annihilation of the inhabitants of these lands by their neighbors, who
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conspired against them, determined not to lay down their arms until their
state was completely destroyed. What concerns us in this research is an
attempt to place all of this within the context of historical research to
understand its implications and consequences, while shedding light,
through new observations, on the identity of the inhabitants of these lands
of Qumnuriyya. This discussion examines the results of scholarly research
on them and what it can provide to narrow down the possibilities
regarding each of the determinants of their identity individually, and the
overall determinants combined. This is intended to provide a well-
founded answer to this identity, or to deepen the debate about it, if this is

currently impossible.

Key Words: The land of Qumnuriyya - The Desert of the Masked -
The Bafur - The Namadi — Imaraken.
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