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Abstract:

Despite the efforts made by the Mauritanian Institute for Scientific Research since
1974, many indigenous manuscripts remain out of reach for researchers and have
not been digitized or classified. This includes some important source documents,
one of which was written in the 15th century in Oualata or its vicinity, and copied in
Touat during the 17th century. It is the oldest discovered manuscript to date,
covering history and genealogy during the transition from the Sanhaja era to the
Hassani era in present-day Mauritania. It provides historical and demographic
insights into the 15th and 16th centuries, revealing aspects of this transformation. It
may contribute to filling some gaps in the period of documentary silence or voids
that characterized that era in the country's history.
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