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The practices of Algerian Muslim Ulama Association between
Sufi infiltration and Colonial restrictions 1932-1956
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ABSTRACT: The foundation of the Association of Algerian Muslim Ulama in
1931 was a stark proclamation to the colonial administration that the national
spirit and the religious identity of Algerian people were not lost. Their
association had basically the aim of a return to the real Islamic instructions
practices, that are free from superstitions, legends and myths, following
mystical ways which were widespread traditions and cults far from the Islamic
religion. The strange thing is that the French administration did encourage those
practices as they served its purposes.If Algerians got far from their religion,
many of its politics will be easily realised, as the adherence and the fusion in the
European civism. For this purpose, the association sought to face up the Sufi
Marabout®’ infiltration by spreading out free Arab education and teaching the
principles of Islamic religion all over the Algerian territories. In our study, we
will shed light on the activities of the association in Nedroma city, famous for
its different mystical ways .In spite of its small surface, Nedroma was known
for the multitude of its “Zaouias” and “Quibab’’ that were following the
mystic ways as the “Chadli”’, “Derquawia’’and “Taibia’’. All this was
challenging the Association of Algerian Muslim Ulama . the latter had to
change the minds of those people who were so much tied to sufism and who
were sanctifying its ‘Sheikhs’ i.e. leaders. What was then the effect of the
association on the city and what was the reaction of the French administration to
it?
Keywords: the Association of Algerian Muslim Ulama; Ibn Badis; Nedroma;
mystical ways; Quranic School; Abdulwahab Ibn Mansur; The free Arab
education; School; Paul Le Sept; Mixed Municipal.
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(11) - Mohammed Benamar( Djebbari) , Un parcours rude mais bien rempli, T2, Editions ANEP,
2002, p 205.

309



£2019/21441 (jredg) -3 Sual\ =9 dlonall -z ddics —boel] ype dms
Depot Légal 1156 -2014 : g5 ¢\xy1 / EISSN 2600-6324 / ISSN 2170-1636 43,

e+ Y Ogolaty cuddl @iplBly medylae el e Tupay il Bialing (oLAd) 4 paim cbad (& &yall -(12)
& iz gols dite L Bpie 82 1 p Byually cadlailly Silolally Al Gl (o (ALK 2o liuly 40411 (SLT 3
2950 a9 oSl Golall Gl 3 0S5 LI Gy S cmad) WLE Bag ) Aol e Ayall oSLall g sue
Lrorly 3l Bltey oS toluals Zuts § Slyiall jhe e Ldlasy Lelazzly LySE clas albpall oyls gl
Dlany ssadll dime gddl 38,8 Leas (39l oudastl mlladl 13 Biaosll 3yall Alaliy (8L
Mustapha (Guenaou), " Tarbi®aa espace socio- culturel et patrimoine historique"”, In: Seme
Colloque sur le patrimoine scientifique et Culturel de la ville de Nedroma et sa région, le 20,21,
22 Décembre 2006, Nedroma, Tlemcen, pp 49-50. --- (13) - Mohammed Benamar (Djebbari),
Op.Cit, T2, p205.
(S ! il ls 3z b (ilad) sie ) sala ¥ adall dazme sl BT (salY) b wasi -(14)
CllIS Jlatyy (1948 e 28 26N Bl 61 ¢« pladl Mgyt duyte” (J13£) deni -(15) 572 o 1997

L’ Administrateur Principal : Rapport Mensuel de la Commune Mixte de Nedroma, Mois de
Novembre 1948, ANOM, Carton N°//19.

1949 45538117 .92 & « liadl MHa gy Fapts cnditi " (e o) 335k -(16)

(17) - Mohammed Benamar (Djebbari), Op.Cit, T2, p207.
e dibaie (o Wle Jelo 0ld Apte & Damie o lasdl aie Wy -—(19) . Gile g0 ((0e ) 532l -(18)
U ol I @elad) JMe on BILAY (e sue wy e dalis ool (owgyall gl @ deslai (Al (Oluli (15 gl
slalall Banz I fusily olaels ke aid ta Blesdl il sy oy coyall § plal) oy o ST G 53L2Y1
U sl By Sl Lnalimy Biall s sl pan Ladi ady ctgadl Sl Lgas sloy <l el

oyl palu e Lealy 0 G Guopall g5 35, Leated) 2l Zull s dilozeng 4oy dole daung dislndy
(20) - Lettre de sous Préfet de I’arrondissement de Tlemcen a Mer le Préfet, les Ulema, Tlemcen

le 10 Octobre 1949, ANOM, Carton N°//679.----(21)- Mohammed Benamar (Djebbari), Nedroma
petite ville- grands noms, Imprimerie IEF, Tlemcen, 2010 , p85.

235 Aails --(23) 1950 Laile 2 AL L) 101 ¢« slhadl AL Aaalds” (Hguate on) wlagll s -(22)
1949 11538117 192 ¢ . iladl 19501949 Ziwd cyalall

(24) - Mohammed Benamar (Djebbari) , un parcours rude..., Op.Cit, T2, p 208.---(25) - Police
des renseignements généraux du district d’Oran, Rapport, Oran, 18 Octobre 1951, ANOM,
Carton N° //679.

A Jlesl Lealgiy Lagyus Al Jlatlly lall SLAN " Aagpany e o a3l e By (25) At -(26)
Szl " () dseloss) =-(27) .32 o oy 2006 jrocuss 22920 oy <o gyus Aigae Joo ualiell Jol1
233 Lo (Bile gae (0) Bl --(28) 1949 5,448 14 .68 & « yilad!l " uylull ¢ 93da Aaslall
(29) - Mohammed Benamar (Djebbari) , un parcours rude..., Op.Cit, T2, p 208
1954 ¢l 28 273 ¢ 5ladl=(31) —==.33 (o @ilud pase (&) 2wt -(30)
(32) - Mohammed Benamar (Djebbari) , un parcours rude..., Op.Cit, T2, p 208
:35 o ailu ppe (25) 2l -(33)
(34) - Gilbert (Grandguillaume),"Une Médina de I’ouest Algérien ; Nedroma", In : Revue de
I’Occident Musulman et de la Méditerranée, N° 10, Vol 10, p71.---(35) — Ibid, Idem.
was @ly bl Auall Qb Ade )8 0a8Y Cpiall GA0 JLddl gadl 3 dzsl Sakie Huas i -(36)
Aida iy oS 30,
(37) -Gilbert (Grandguillaume) , Op. Cit, p72.

(38) - L’ Administrateur Le Sept , Rapport Mensuel de la Commune Mixte de Nedroma, Mois de Mars 1951,
ANOM, Carton N°//34.

(39) — 1bid.

310



£2019/21441 (jredg) -3 Sual\ =9 dlonall -z ddics —boel] ype dms
Depot Légal 1156 -2014 : g5 ¢\xy1 / EISSN 2600-6324 / ISSN 2170-1636 43,

(40)- A Nedroma I’arbitraire ne connait plus de limite, In. La République Algérienne, 20 Avril

1951.

(41) - Ibid.

(42) - L’ Administrateur Le Sept, Rapport Mensuel de la Commune Mixte de Nedroma, Mois de

Mars 1951, ANOM, Carton N°//34.

(43) - Lettre de Mer le Préfet a le sous Préfet de 1’ Arrondissement de Tlemcen, Activité des

Oulama, Tlemcen,30 Mai 1950, ANOM, Carton N° //679.

(44) —Ibid.

(45) - Ibid.

(46) - Rapport de sous Préfet de 1’ Arrondissement de Tlemcen & Mer le Préfet, Activité des

Oulama, Tlemcen, le 13 Juin 1950, ANOM, Carton N° //679.

(47) - Lettre de Mer le Préfet de Département d’Oran a Mer le Sous Préfet de Tlemcen , Activité

des Oulama dans la région de Nedroma, Oran le 12 Juin 1950, ANOM, Carton N°//679.

(48) - Ibid.

(49) - L’ Administrateur Principal, Rapport Mensuel de la commune Mixte de Nedroma, Mois

d’Octobre 1951, ANOM, Carton N°//34.

21957 Goole 12 &6l Aldl (e Anhll 2d1 146 &« sladl Sauie W a5 ole dalis -(50)
#1952 et 29 el LZdl 202 ¢ «yibiad) Solhags Pl dyie plisl” (ol wals —(51)

LZdl 196 ¢ ibadl oY cladall als wall Do (e cteleddl gy Aagyni @S- (uts) all -(52)

#1952 &lsg 21 1196 ¢ « ladl -(53) —--.21952 Al 21 dualill

(54)- Nedromah; "I’ Administrateur le Sept interdit les prieres de 1’ Aid- Seghir", In: la république
Algérienne, 4 Juillet 1952.

311



