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Cultural and Political Ttensions between the Spanish Group and
the FrencC colonial Administration in West Algeria (1850-1945).
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Abstract: Since the beginning of the French occupation of Algeria, the
colonial administration has sought to attract European elements to the
colony, with the aim of forming a support force for the army and a key
mechanism of eternal attachment to the colony of Metropolis. The
administration existed but failed to attract immigrants from North
European countries (Germany, Switzerland, Ireland ...), was faced with a
different reality, with the massive advent of immigrants from the south of
Europe not desired mainly from the neighboring Spain as well as Malta
but to a lesser extent. In this regard, the Colonial Administration was
forced to face the reality and relies on the immigrants available to
concretize its settlement project in Algeria, using these immigrants as
support and employment, particularly to strengthen the French colonies.
The colonial administration thought it was capable of controlling these
immigrants; in terms of their distribution on the ground, their cultural
influence on the colony and their political framework, but reality proved
the opposite; the Spanish, the most civilized European element in Algeria
after the French, caused many problems for the colonizer, on more than
one level: Cultural and political in particular. The aim of this study is to
trace the conflict between the colonial administration and the Spanish
group in western Algeria by answering the following questions: What are
the characteristics that the Spaniards showed in the western region of
Algeria? How did the colonial administration deal with those facts in the
Oran area? Have they succeeded in undermining their cultural and
political impact in the region?
Keywords: Colonization; immigrants; The Spaniards; Oran; influences.
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