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The Islamic Other in the Writings of Arnold of Liibeck: Between Historical

Narrative and Ecclesiastical Discourse in the Thirteenth Century
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ABSTRACT : This extensive study critically examines the discourse of the German chronicler Arnold of
Liibeck (1 c. 1212) concerning Islam and Muslims during the 13th century—a pivotal period marked by
escalating military and ideological confrontations berween Latin Christendom and the Islamic world. The
research adoprs a multidisciplinary approach that combines textual analysis with comparative
historiography, particularly contrasting Arnold’s representations of Islam with those of his
contemporaries, such as Peter the Venerable and William of Tyre.

The study aims to deconstruct Arnold’s portrayal of Islam and the Propher Muhammad &5
revealing the theological and cultural underpinnings that informed his narrative. It situates Arnold's work
within broader frameworks such as “defensive Christianity” and “medieval orientalism,” drawing on both
primary Latin sources and modern Western historiography thar has reevaluated medieval Christian
perceptions of Islam.

The findings suggest that Arnold’s depictions were not merely descriptive or factual, but rather
deeply rooted in religious polemics and cultural self-assertion. These narratives contributed to the
construction of a Christian identity in opposition to the Islamic “Other” and laid the groundwork for later
stereotypical portrayals of Islam in Furopean consciousness.

Ultimately, the study calls for a balanced and historically grounded reassessment of medieval
Christian-Muslim discourses, advocating for an equitable intercultural dialogue free from inherited biases
and entrenched misrepresentations.

Keywords: Armold of Liibeck- Islam in the Middle Ages- Christian Orientalism- Image of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)- The Crusades- Latin Christianity- Peter the Venerable- William of Tyre-

Image of the Other- Historical Criticism- Islamic -Christian Relations.
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1 Riley-Smith, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2005, p. 95
2 Chazan, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1987, p. 63
3 Daniel, University of Edinburgh Press, Edinburgh, 1993, p. 41
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3 Tolan, Columbia University Press, New York, 2002, p. 169
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1 Folda, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2005, p. 142
2 Housley, Yale University Press, New Haven, 2008, p. 117
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1 Markus, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1990, p. 204
2Tolan, Routledge, London, 2000, p. 88
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1 Brett, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2001, p. 153
2 Siebold, Franz Steiner Verlag, Stuttgart, 2006, p. 237
3 Flori, Fayard, Paris, 2007, p. 291
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1 Riley-Smith, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1997, p. 208
2 Southern, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 2001, p. 97
3 Vauchez, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 2003, p. 215
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1 McGinn, Columbia University Press, New York, 1998, p. 189
2 Frassetto, Palgrave Macmillan, New York, 2011, p. 174
3 Mayer, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1990, p. 142
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1 France, Routledge, London, 1994, p. 234
2 Burnett, Variorum, Aldershot, 1996, p. 311
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1 Daniel, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2009, p. 199
2 Erdmann, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1977, p. 256
3 Rubin, Cornell University Press, Ithaca, 1999, p. 183
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1 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, ed. Georg Waitz, MGH Scriptores Rerum Germanicarum, Hannover, 1868,
pp. 157198
2 Flori, Le Croisé et le musulman, Hachette, Paris, 2002, pp. 221-222
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1 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, p. 162
2 Southern, Western Views of Islam in the Middle Ages, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1962, p. 96
3 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, p. 187
4 Daniel, Islam and the West, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 1993, pp. 87—88
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1Tolan, Saracens: Islam in the Medieval European Imagination, Columbia University Press, New York, 2002, p. 117
2 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, p. 194
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1 Flori, La Guerre sainte, Aubier, Paris, 2001, pp. 295—296
2 Daniel, The Arabs and Medieval Europe, Longman, London, 1979, pp. 66—67
3 Tolan, Sons of Ishmael: Muslims through European Eyes in the Middle Ages, University Press of Florida,
Gainesville, 2008, p. 132
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1 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, p. 201
2 Bartlett, The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization and Cultural Change 950—1350, Penguin, London, 1994,
pp.211-213
3 Riley-Smith, The First Crusaders, 1095—1131, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1997, pp. 186—189)
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1 Tyerman, God's War: A New History of the Crusades, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 2006, p. 432
2 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, p. 209
3 Southern, Western Views of Islam in the Middle Ages, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1962, pp. 84—85
4 Housley, Religious Warfare in Europe 1400—1536, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002, p. 45
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1 Tolan, Saracens: Islam in the Medieval European Imagination, Columbia University Press, New York, 2002, pp.
94-95
2 Jotischky, Crusading and the Crusader States, Routledge, London, 2004, pp. 172—174
3 Arnold of Liibeck, Chronica Slavorum, p. 217
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1 Flori, La Premiére Croisade, Gallimard, Paris, 1992, p. 343
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3 Daniel, Islam and the West: The Making of an Image, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 1960, pp. 116—119
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2 Christiansen, The Northern Crusades, Penguin Books, London, 1997, pp. 110—112
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