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Colonel Mahmoud EI-Sherif and his role in organizing and

controlling the structures of the first historical state
“Aurés Nemencha”02 April- 02 October 1957
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ABSTRACT : Colonel Mahmoud Cherif demonstrated exceptional prowess in military planning and
organization through the strategic offensives and ambushes he spearheaded against colonial army units
while commanding the Sixth Zone of the First Historical Wilaya (Tebessa). These victories led the
Coordination and Execution Committee (CCE) to appoint him as the Commander of the First Historical
Wilaya (Aurés-Nememcha), effective April 2, 1957. This period witnessed a significant escalation by the
French colonial army across multiple fronts, including intensified sweep-and-destroy operations, the
installation of electrified barbed-wire fences to isolate the eastern borders, the establishment of
internment camps (centres de regroupement), and the amplification of psychological warfare and
counter-revolutionary propaganda.

To counter this escalation, Colonel Mahmoud Cherif intensified coordination and communication
efforts among the leaders and cadres of the First Historical Wilaya. His objective was to consolidate the
foundations of the revolutionary system and devise a unified strategy to confront the French project
aimed ar encircling and ultimately suppressing the Revolution. Furthermore, he promoted the
organization of revolutionary activities according to a structured ideological framework, intensifying
counter-psychological warfare against the enemy's activities and its misleading media propaganda
through the use of leaflets, radio broadcasts, and posters. He also encouraged broader engagement with
all ranks of the National Liberation Army (ALN) and the civilian population to elucidate the foundational
principles and the ultimate goals of the November 1st Revolution.

Keywords: Colonel Mahmoud Cherit, first historical wilaya, Popular camps, Border posts, Psychological

warfare Milicary strategy, Media propagands, Lacoste Representatives, Popular support
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1- Gilbert Meynier, Histoire Intérieure du FLN (1954-1962), Casbah éditions, Alger, 2003.

2-Yves Courriére, L'heure Des Colonels, Casbah editions, Alger, 2005.
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