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The Role of the Majajiyya Zawiya in Ending French Colonial Rule

in Algeria From Resistance to Revolution (1830 -1962)
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ABSTRACT : The scholarly and reformist efforts carried out by the shaykhs of the Majaja Zawiya

contributed to the struggle against colonialism across generations. This role began with its
establishment in the sixteenth century, when it confronted the Spanish campaigns along the
coasts of Tenes and Mostaganem alongside the Ottomans, providing material and moral support
to the army of the Barbarossa brothers, Its scholarly and jihad-oriented role continued after the
fall of Algeria under French colonial rule, through the pledge of allegiance given by the shaykhs of
the Zawiya and the people of Majaja to Emir Abdelkader and by providing military supporr to his
army. The Zawiya also continued to resist intellectual and missionary colonialism in the Chelif
Basin after French authorities gained control over the region. The scholars of Majaja worked to

counter the campaigns of ignorance and deception launched by the French colonizer to eradicate

Islam through its instruments, by teaching the Arabic language and the Holy Qur'an to successive
generations, in parallel with reformist activities. They also established affiliated schools in Majaja

and the outskirts of Chelif in order ro preserve the continuity of Islamic foundations in the

country.Like other zawiyas and schools throughout Algeria, the efforts of its scholars resulted in

the formation of educared youth deeply imbued with Islamic culture and prepared ro defend
Algeria through jihad. Consequently, they hastened ro support the November 1954 Revolution in

the Fourth Wilaya with arms, learning, and knowledge.

Keywords: Majaja Zawiya . mohamed ibn Ali Abahloul. Kuttab. Jihad. Education. Faith. Fthics. Algeria.
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1Thomas Shaw, voyage dans La Régence D'Alger ou Description-géographie-physique-philologique, etc, de cet état, Traduit de
I'anglais par M J. Mac Carthy, Marlin Editeur, Paris, 1830, p279 -280.
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