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Alexander Joly’s scholarly engagement with Algerian Folk

Heritage through his articles in Revue Africaine
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ABSTRACT : This research paper deals with the contributions of the French anthropologist Alexandre Joly
(1870-1913) on Algerian folk heritage during the contemporary period, which came as articles in the
African Journal, in which he rouched on several aspects of this heritage. He focused on folk poetry as a
cultural vessel that carries much of the distinctiveness of Algerian society, and he dealt with it in its
various poetic purposes, such as praise, love poetry, satire, and others. He studied the presence of Sufi
orders in the history of Algeria, especially the Al-shadhiliya order, as it was a fierce order in the face of
colonialism. He also showed interest in local dialects, such as Shawiya among the Ouled Sallam, or sign
languages as they exist in the vicinity of Algiers. We also showed in this paper that, despite the
importance of these articles in recording the history of Algeria, they carry within them, as Alexander Joly
stated, a colonial dimension, as the French colonizer tried through them to understand the Algerian
society thar he wanted to subjugate.

Keywords: Alexander Joly, Folk Heritage, Algeria, Revue Africaine, folk poetry, the Al-shadhiliya,
Modern period, Ouled Sallem, Meddah, Anthropolog.
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A-Joly- études sur les chadouliyas- R-A-V 50-1906.

A-Joly- lalégende de Sidi Ali ben Malek-R-A-V 1908.

A-Joly- Remarque sur la poésie moderne chez les nomades- R-A -suite- V 48-1904

A-Joly- remarque sur la poésie moderne chez les nomades- R-A- V 45-1901.

A-Joly- sur un langage conventionnel des Chanteurs Arabes-R-A-V 50-1909.

A- Joly-Chansons du repertoire Algérois-R-A-V 53-1909.

A-Joly- les Chaouiya des Ouled Sallem- R-A-V 55- 1911.

A-Joly- Remarques sur la Poésie moderne chez les Nomades Algériens- R-A- V 48- 1904

A-Joly- Vocabulaire du Chaouiya des Ouled Sallem-R-A-V 56-1912.

Bernard Augustin- Alexandre Joly- Annales de Géographie- T 22-V 124-1913.
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