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The Bouamama Uprising (April 1881) by Officer Graulle
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Abstract: Many French historians and officers have written about Algerian society, its beliefs, customs,
and the daily lives of its inhabitants, both to understand them and to better control them. Officer Groul
was one of them. In this work, he recounts the story of Sheikh Bouamama and his resistance movement,
which began in 1881 in southwestern Algeria. His appointment as head of the Arab Bureau, the post
responsible for Algerian affairs and serving as an intermediary between the population and the French
colonial authorities, facilitated his work.

The author structured his book into an introduction, nine chapters, and a conclusion. He included
French letters and reports relating to this resistance and provided a map tracing the Sheikh's journey from
the Sahara to the Tell Atlas region in the north.

The aim of this study is to utilize the information presented through translation and analysis, and to
assess the author's credibility. This work will be divided into three parts: a description of the work, both
external and internal; a translation of its content; and an analysis and commentary on the elements and
issues presented in the text, focusing on the following points: an introduction to the author; the title of the
work and the battle of May 19, 1881, the wealth of examples in the text; the reasons for the outbreak of
the resistance; Bouamama's obscure family origins; his designation as a marabout; his tolerant nature; the
population’s support for the resistance; the role of French collaborators in targeting resistance fighters;
the imbalance of power; regrets related to the hostility rowards Bouamama; and a conclusion.

Keywords: Sheikh Bouamama; marabout; rebel; Groul: Innocenti Wanbernier; resistance; Battle of

Chlala; the peaple; the French.
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