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The city of Laghouat in the writings of French military officers:

The case of Colonel Ferdinand de Lacombe (1876-1821)
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ABSTRACT : Laghouat’s city is regarded as one of the most significant urban centers in southern Algeria,

marking the transition point berween the Tell region and the high plateaus to the onset of the Sahara

desert. Consequently, the city uniquely meiges these two domains: it functions simultaneously as one of
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Algeria’s renowned oases, often celebrated in poetry and as a historical habitar for hunting and for
nomadic Bedouin tribes, similar to areas like Djelfa and Fl Bayadh.

Laghouar's geographical location has fostered a diverse landscape in terms of topography and
vegetation. This diversity attracted the attention of the French administration, which sought to establish
the city as a crucial transit point for access to the Sahara. French forces and soldiers were thus amassed to
occupy and subdue the region. The subsequent conflicts fought between the French military and the local
inhabitants, leading to the city’s occupation and eventual colonization, spurred considerable written
documentation, particularly from military personnel of various ranks.

The purpose of this paper is therefore to highlight certain accounts written about Laghouat and its
oasis by one such French military officer who successfully combined a military career with literary
pursuits: Colonel (Ferdinand de Lacombe). This is achieved through the translation of several articles he
authored and published in a French journal in 1871.

Keywords: Laghouat, Ferdinand de L acombe, Oasis, colonialism, Algeria.
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- Noel Santon- Les écrivains de Saint-Jean- Brisson, Editeur Saint-Jean d’Anggély, 1954, p:51.
- Noel Santon- opt.cit, p: 58.
- Ferdinand de Lacombe- Le Cheval de Caligula- Bulletin de la société des Gens de Lettres, 1862.

- Ferdinand de Lacombe- Le Chateau de Saint-Germain en Laye- Libraire militaire, Paris, 1868.
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- Noel Santon- opt.cit, p: 58.
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4- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 329.

346



)3‘)'.&” @UMB}MGMMMMQM-E%@‘)WM " L 1
10158 Rasls -alai¥l pslal] a6 y ' *@
£2026/21447 (sle) 13uadl 16l fga'..-és deals Yzt .
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Universite et
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 o] e
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 Rt

501 9adl 48, wpaall W siuny Lolse¥ly dalall oy deolsll Golall s ey
obball s J Houmall o Sgssll LM @ a8kl sladl (e walin LEKS
i) mponany (Lals 10495 09 s Gl @ Glaoydy cadidl 39,8 e Blud AL
LSl Al il laydy plinlly JlabWly cludll o 8,08 Jlozy il olecly
D easo e &dliall elosdl o losss s 3900ell

st i S sl e 1S (o 2 Bigam ok sl 315 sgiall 3lay 3
G AB 03 Sone J9Y Dgumndl § Sy Lo og didy 3yaid] (S ¥ il 1da &)
Zsle, )l Ll

& b b e [Fas S 115 Aslus Lo152¥lg Aalanll o O] L8 wsall Caing
Sy Gy oY) o I3 olias ol sy cus llad) g el
761864 A 853 IO Laag,aly Leed Lo yugt cosimll e (1 S35 cdslin

3 4 sl 4] Jsay dum Lozt al99 dpae dsae W cavald auaall Gl @
Gall 4t Gles Jies @I o all @lSlies de e oredsell sgimll SUSE Ll
Ad)lell Blasiall Hledl Lmied s Bans G9d 3Lzl A grall A4Syl
Lelmss a8y alas all oyde ccalsdl @9 aubiad) sle 3 Lajgda wies Byete Hledly
AR FWA R E IR |

Ogleall L il palge il G dnall pulse 83 wdall uds ols
Cn Lol Lgaae 0] @1 sidaal) (oM (ol 1 JB o Lol5Yl Alaia § Oyl
Sl Llllasy e blall” (K aEw cladsill § pets @1 sl (s 4Ls 355 Lpd
Jially Lelasdl sajllas @i bzl sia $y olivall Laday & amudl "l

& il aal (S5 o el e Aols: @il Ble Bl Laguad domy Gliaid) i datal! Guaall QLS § g8l yaud mhiasl] 51 -1

Se Llsi e il b lall Bleyll 3l 3 6 o il wilins,d dudall sads o Gl liag (B3 crued o AST il lia
Ll ke svuse scas a9 0¥l CigiaS sl 4ale L Lplie

2- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-18, pp : 329-330.

3- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.

4- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.

347



Sl 32l @UMM)MGMMMM;A-E%A.‘;JBWM " L 1
10158 Rasls -alai¥l pslal] a6 y ' *@
£2026/21447 (sle) 13uadl 16l fga'.»-ﬁs dcals K ? I
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Universite et
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 o] e
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 Rt

A5 wlyyllan LE) Byud Bagad coyeyle Jhizll Lee g9y ) alyllall ells gLl
shoall o laie.. Glady Lz (opally slually Olyd! L pdun Apshaul 0655
epplalid paisy o aull Slsols @K3s 2niib Lplow oo
Slells Sl LS waall Glas :bolee¥ dipte § Al Sildly JSLedl 3-3
GAddadly LwpS S18 Agaell eelias] wa Ogrudyall Lol @l AdlsglsSTI
sy eslympmll o dSH) yumis o18); Jba 33 39 ledY o crmandl axadly
el s glall asladl 58

sl Gyunn S e S G Aobus (e utes Llse¥ a1y &l wdall Joay
o) 1da O Y L3 4T ,S3g Blidl Led s &) bl L Jayxs e 1,500
s e Lalgdl bl Joo panyd Ablate Hlowls dblrs Alate AsS Sy a3y
Lkl Blall e luae Busge OF Coo dans clllun ae Y] L3Syl Uiasi Yy
Iyl

Coagas a8y Bymell ol mially apligd) Ayl dad -dadg §- Dolad™ &) auaall Jody
w1 ol e peosally desdl Slin e 6y 3| dpamall ol Jf gl suaeld
Sl s J) cdss 08 (pudlebidd]) Baand 2oyall G JUBg Lanes 8)letdl alal 5kl
SSually (GLLl) ol Lasysg el Dpad o Ud Jiey oS gl daZdl il
shals LS (Grmy HlaieS Al bl comtls 05T 39 il e palall Gkl
2o @ (ols deuss) 5L Al (i 0) 2uwS
o8] g Qo Jlgaly i die a3 08 el G) ilipn,d s o spalel] Cgog
dxbaug (035l Ampo Jay Led 505 @ (19 cdiiding Il o 2auliell Agnd aisge e

1- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
2- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
3- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.

348



Sl 32l @UMM)MGMMMM;A-E%A.‘;JBWM " L 1
10158 Rasls -alai¥l pslal] a6 y ' *@
£2026/21447 (sle) 13uadl 16l fga'.»-ﬁs dcals K ? I
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Universite et
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 o] e
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 Rt

Aagds Boesl Ly ods 2agal 38 yge dblsny LA dndy (il s, 401 Z5all
Mgy Al A0a 15 2y K45 LS

A galll I 3 byl e omasls onals e 8y 25150l &) Jsdy 3
S paldl Jawl iy addudly (Ohee) cua> 2l By (0n)Suss) cuams
39 Azl Aayasl o3l (Jusedly gy Aol pads luadl Il 3kl calaass
2L ¢ laoyd of (sl 3alall JLaze daiasll 2Lgall Hls azei Lblie
s L e Bwymtl) Bausd) aall Camy ol ey Al Agaml] Cag
Jied Byl 1l Aeld Ld diady (Aoyadl Hled¥ e dawly degazme fyad A
Loy dall y5etay o3 . 959% (201 350 (B9 (09kil)) 2mbae | hogis ciylall clalas
Lo 40,8 pdidun G e Jud -gd o 3 -0l 3 A Ludl adie (gund pall dlad
Sden J) 5dal sl el el -alsd Do e Ll muall ay OF e Bpds ¢15ST 4,
1y dile et OF Y1 - Gopdall o diaty o slg-coyall clley ¥ ¢ Guslite 5o
S ALl (Gl b 585 J1 wiliunyd Lavay Gl 2(0i9at ) Amlid Lo
S ptll g Ly (AL Lpliydy Alasedl clslimi¥) 13 LaalgBT LS5 s
ol ddieny puaid! Jazs sl aludl die dlls Gl

Ll B3LEN 3sd Lawas (oo ,Sid (o Ladl oy 2oyall 3310 L83 01 Sl &3
Gy oo lall LaSmag  pall Sl a2 b (laL) (G LT« g ySuall (oLl Lyl cye9
BT Ciad e L o0 «dabarall gile alsl 5Ll sy, Saall Buaiill
e baat casd Y Aued Aelu laglad Aelu didy «ASuyge 38 sglai e gudd)
Mpisgall 480 Ll csad LA asT i Jeg el de L)

1- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
2- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
3- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 342.
4- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 343.

349



Sl 32l @UMLA)MGMMMM@-E%A.‘;JBWM "
100589 &aaler -Aslud ¥l polall A5 Y

£2026/21447 (k) 134all -16lxL! 12 ol b deals
EISSN 2600-6324 ISSN 2170-1636 Université
QOran
el

-G

Sl &yl paise
Loinsaint of Mgatan ity

>

DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178

Gl 5pias e 715 0l el e Bpdee plsd 5568 @I GLL el auaall S s
Ololly Juseill g i ) iz 2awldl Ludyd ledl plane gai5 Cum (By03all Ao ol
T gl 3 Clic¥ly Juall calaz ally 56kls culls
5hen O 4558 Ll bl iSe oo dpamd) waall Jlbi ipndl caSl Cigg
ol caSe () JWg bolse¥l dals il (el § Sy Loy Llall Balall (s
Al @ &l n Bupd) ALl g o (Ogasly) dolee (o gl e ady OF
Loyl S Buslg Bye Bl blgi¥l daly (g pouadl § Sha B Ludyd (o Jilusydl
Sheal calaails B1alall el Igakad om0 1864 diw (gaglall dlad Lo ,S3 @5 (ol
Tl byt @lall e Lolg£Y]

Jslayd candpall oibogtadly ssimdl w85 adie dudall W siumy S sy
G 3L epddaall agull Lolse¥ aly ) il Joumg pgs ciims tum coidls (@1 31yalall
& Roslall Byl ol ped o] Lag cpasdls elals peduay s byl ells § Lla
G9 Ladyd oo 5 B o0 S e b cOgeySually (£ladl g1 G (L) Bol
& dY Lo 5y dialio Bel,d Sliglls J) 4895¥lg axLudly ylgidl Jsots cllaze]
Jasas
wiligayd waall Gl wal ilinsyd ddall jlaie (e bolge¥l § ducloial slill 4-3
o Simn @ SlusXly daladl e Lasy S5y (blse¥ dyae § el 3Ll )
Ol JB o sl clUs @ 4 Lyl oy ) a)ST1 U3 (ag Jolse¥ pazzll @]
Blas Aes (e 4133 ol 386 ¥ 3 cpall il 3 L Bli oS Lo Lsls 28l
gl e of LAY digzmyd (dll Cags U rAlal) dlgss wie polall Jody oo cslyall
S o) waellly (Sl A alig Laall udeme 4t o el i pe

1- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
2- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 343.

3- L'lllustration

4- L'lllustration

:iournal universel. 1871-11-25, p:343.
:journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 342.

350



Sl 32l @UMM)MGMMMM;A-E%A.‘;JBWM . L 1
10158 Rasls -alai¥l pslal] a6 y ' *@
£2026/21447 (sle) 13uadl 16l fga'.»-ﬁs dcals K ? I
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Universite et
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 o] e
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 Rt

bt odall (pe bl caid L) JU Cos JlaY) Sig Caingy duaall Ty ads
2l Loy Sy ccapall alT JAT1 8 Bste 2y (s ] Bylpmdl 485 s s
szl Agied Laliedl Houdl jamg Aalall GLA G cle olgad ¥ 2o Lk L
sl spsiall e Ao sl slslls

S (o)) cra> AL) s (0 Bgeell (35Y oya9ians wusall sl @
aimi (et ezl ALY G olmd ¥ Blase waliy gazd) Bs3 e LI Gl L3
Baall Legsly (il Lmshauy caiiill Legay " daiadl” dpadl Aall aies
ey (oo ey Ul ' ile " o atls diay e csliadl 21511 il (Angall
ol 38U call (Say Lo oy shimsall oot dolel uadl Jiasg G031 Judl” 433
Lol an ¥ 058y ol Pl G e gl o do Lapedy G ehymaall ds ol
(0Lx) 2 Gsiz LIsiY Ul ssans aige ci8ly 5 5 do das ¥y zlgel yuta S Sy
iy 35 s e pas &I

BLall &) JUB o 2ubolg ¥ alye¥) 3 71,89 dalie W ciayd oSO Gl o8
Llaly (# Llaoed Jalokly Jlazdl Guayall Jaf L oy (L8185 By oy Lo Lolse8Ly
wdlics ssluly @ilssg M5 (e «yall JI Guldl e el Sbilsge sbaddl Gl o
9 oA bl flsg Aasye (ilas (3 Juds (raysady (uady dnad aady Auad
P saall iyl (e skl ¥ 099 Beall ezl 5L !

5,5 diad (3 iy ud bolge¥ 3 wiliyayd uudall laneg &1 8Ll ells (T sy
Jassg ) shmially (guldl il Of JIB c Lolge¥ dnly § Sluall 31> Jo
Loy gl Jal ugds G 3lies espaddl Le a3 @1 ¥l «(edog dule bl o) ol

1- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
it 3 1S -2
Ju 31483
(S 6 ol 5, eanyall Hha-4
5- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-18, p : 330.
6- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 343.

351



Sl 32l @UMM)MGMMMM;A-E%A.‘;JBWM " L 1
10158 Rasls -alai¥l pslal] a6 y ' *@
£2026/21447 (sle) 13uadl 16l fga'.»-ﬁs dcals K ? I
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Universite et
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 o] e
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 Rt

oo JEsm 0T 093 0lhag ol Sl 595 oo G Aled i Saddl Ao g8 2lns
a8l 3> L8] Cdymy 0l 093 (rm il ] a5 4il3 «Lols2¥L Lol gl
$3baidY Cildl e wiaall e 1bolgYl dslgd g Sually galaid¥ calzll 5-3
ASY LIseY 7S5 laliw o (Ogendl (wly) dahie § lapais! &y bLlseY als)
S50 @319 dual Kl gl cOgaall oy Lealis puie (2 Lols2d auaiaanll 89 A1 &) LB
a3 euadl &) JBB 1 cilmdall M o Ser gddly cdllaai¥l iSOl pagall galsll
093 cauly Slolue (e Ses gl Aol cidaz Jeddl Zez n dule ol
Ld Slobas] 839 lymall (o 5lSa 500 cudle iy @ lusd) slues olud
10000 5 paddl (o A3 160005 czadll oo UK, 32000 1z LYl aly Eu> 21869
PGgi chiyd (a1l 15 Al w8 olaad] on d sl S 393,00 B) S ccnall o0 yllas
48 Apadyall olgall &) wilips,d audall Jady oLolse Aue § dulymll ayaadly
bzl adiall @ud e Blacel] GrSy M, 1800 oyl 85a)1 clioy (G yl3s
o0 ASY BLa| s lell Js1s mpluall 13T Gy Oliyald Gy pe B d) Andy
1L O o o des 53T OT auaall S5 ¢ iall 8153 JaT e ez 1000
ol s «gianln 480 b e ILLAN J5 509 41869 ,ulnd
(cxasSY 95 wilias,3) (o yall gaall LaS G0 B § 521,53 28,501 il o daslaell
AS520 (e e 20 g 5950 day Al Chgmgs AL clls ciias udg Lolgey! Joo
INY Jd Llse¥l Al sy U3 3 48)sll cuald udy 21852 diw LlgsY]
Sl il § Lol ilus (o guidyall Gl 4415 Lo (Busly i suiany oyl
cMaad) day blseY Agae W siuang (cwesSY 9 wiliyayd) qudyall pdall Camy
Oleall 3 guiyall Jaailly yall Taaill bMisly cLitn &1 2 Laall

1- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 343.
2- L'lllustration :journal universel. 1871-11-25, p : 343.
.343, p:253- L'lllustration : journal universel. 1871-11-

352



P 3l s pisee Layiimy 7 Adiias AeSome Apale Amo -Buyiz| s gunc Alme .y,

.

101509 Lasls -Aslud¥l pglall 48 ] !
£2026/21447 (le) 130l - 16zl () ybg dzals
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Un|ver5(|)té
ran

DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001

https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 Ly

apiall sslaiie e Jolse¥! peizmell (£laia¥) bzl (e e guall Aapsll cidalie udy
il sladly aally Lillally (a3l eMa=S zadll pany W D3 gl (wiliys,d)
oolan! die ueils @l ¢ dolst¥ paimall uolsdl Lol (wiliys,8) wuaall 3G 1y adg
& pooad! o9 Byead) dI Oy udd) Gtendall QESI paay (1Sle 755 ol 78 o

gl Glasize Jgo 9SG Lo IS
: 3>

ALGHRIE. ~ s sat; vue g6

(ligayd waall Jlie oo 5395 Le) bolg2%1 At e dle Bylas

1'OASIS DE LAGHOUAT. — Mesquée et fort Morand.

(binayd audall Jlis oo 3395 Le) bol &1 A deens

353



P 3l s pisee Layiimy 7 Adiias AeSome Apale Amo -Buyiz| s gunc Alme .

101585 aala ALYl pylall 28 ] \ §
?2026/}1447 (éLA) Touad -16.&.1@1‘ \JIJ-‘! mh \J \;JSTAL
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 Universite ,P;;)um
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 ) Oran o o o
Ly sl

https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178

UAT. — La place F

(..\.aLu.}ﬁ dudadl Jlaa cpe abj."-l.n) (uj..\.n' ) 4:-Lw.’ 8yg40

(i 8y540) (el ) A lad By940

354



il @U}\.L:-.a LQ)AAGM&ASZAMMM'E%J'&"J‘W@

10158 Rasls -alai¥l pslal] a6 @
£2026/21447 (gl) 1suall -16ll Jb-ﬂg aeals ;ISTAL
EISSN 2600-6324 ISSN 2170-1636 Un|Ver5|te yw‘:;)hm
DOI: 10.54240/2318-016-001 il

https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178 nls _“"l

2yl ysball dasls
Lyl Aell -0 19 AN M5 Adliindl el LS WS (o blge¥ Agae casdy auida -1
220-201 : paum - ,il3)1 2019 -1 ¢ -14 o -l glaseal)
214143 Loy s — 5ol 1s -cpall Glaad - yslaie ol ol Jlez -2
Al aglall Alxa -3ylae Al Al @uoly Zalaill Zapds oy Apasdl) 1 bolg2Y -6IS; Ayla -3
127-116 :yays -2020 -2 &-2 = -5Laxlly
S oLl @93 (n masole (o9 yundly copadl 7sli & psdly Tl Glsgs ~Osals o eyl e -4
Byalall -Bgmiall 1o s @y ko 5LsT-slas o e (3 0E -5///.21988 -9 - ,Sall s
+2005-21 -l - LY il 1 - ilgaall fyls - ilguiall i -6
Ayl Has -Aeeyudly Olagadly Lisdl Jlad G cuad) ool zldl Jolse¥l Al - Jolse¥ cadl oyl -7
plaoydl Ay M5 (e Lolse¥ £3 Aabols -8///.2011 -duols Aaubs - ilidl -auysally adld Aol
35.-20 4o 2023 -07-¢ -05 a-5yLanlly Al ¥l o glall Alma -0 litag b cnmsl (sl
9- Noel Santon- Les écrivains de Saint-Jean- Brisson, Editeur Saint-Jean d’Angély, 1954.
10 - Ferdinand de Lacombe- Le Cheval de Caligula- Bulletin de la société des Gens de Lettres,
1862.
11- Ferdinand de Lacombe- Le Chateau de Saint-Germain en Laye- Libraire militaire, Paris, 1868.
12- L'lllustration: journal universel. 1871-11-18.

13 -L'lllustration: journal universel. 1871-11-25.

355



