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ABSTRACT : This paper belongs ro the field of historical studies examining the 1871 uprising led by
Sheikh al-Mugrant. It reconsiders this major event through a critical reading of Histoire de l'insurrection
de 1871 en Algérie by Louis Rinn, a French historian who published his work in 1891, nearly twenty
years after the revolt. Rinn (1839—1905) was a near-contemporary witness whose narrative combines
documentary richness with a distinctly colonial perspective.

The study focuses on an annotated Arabic translation of selected passages (pp. 561—571) from
the chapter devoted to Said Ben Boudaoud al-Mugrani. These excerpts serve as valuable historical
material that traces the role of this leader within the wider dynamics of the Mugrani uprising and its
deep political and military transformations.

The paper posits that translating and rereading this colonial text in Arabic is not limited to retelling
known events. It enables a more balanced view of Said Ben Boudaoud, revealing him not as a marginal
figure in a biased narrative, bur as an active actor shaped by complex choices and intertwined social and
political pressures.

Keywods : Louis Rinn; Colonial texts; Said Ben Boudaoud: Translation of historical texts; £l-Mokrani
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