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An Algerian Scholar in the Islamic Mashriq during the 11th Hijri /
17th Century: Sheikh Tsa al-Tha‘alibi (1020—1080 AH / 1611—
1669 CE); Biography, Journey, and Scholarly Works
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ABSTRACT : This study seeks ro examine the scholarly career and biographical trajectory of. 5/)3)//;/7 /sa al-

Tha alibi (1020—1080AH / 1611—1669 CE), as one of the most prominent luminaries of Ottoman Algeria

during the 17th century AH (17th century CE). The research aims to trace his intellectual formation and
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his education under various masters in both Algeria and the Islamic Mashrig. It provides an analytical
focus on the circumstances surrounding his journey to the Hijaz and Egypt, uncovering its underlying
motives and contextualizing it within the turbulent political climate of Algeria ar the time. Furthermore,
the study highlights the prestigious scholarly status the Shaykh attained within Eastern academic circles
and his role in fostering cultural exchange between the Islamic Maghreb and Mashrig. The research
concludes by underscoring the intellectual legacy left by the Shaykh, asserting thar his journey
transcended mere physical travel; it stands as a paradigm of the vital role Maghrebian intellectuals played
in revitalizing the scholarly movement in the Mashrig.

Keywords: Isa al-Thaalibi, Ottoman Algeria, Scholarly Journey, Cultural Exchange, Islamic
Mashrig.
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