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Political Thought in Ibn al-Nafis’s Theologus Autodidactus
(607—687 AH /1207—1288 CE)
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Abstract: Ibn al-Nafis is a prominent figure in Arab-Islamic civilization, renowned for his discovery of

pulmonary circulation and his mastery of various sciences. Among his works is The Treatise of Kamil on the
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Propher’s Biography also known as Theologus Autodidactus, written as a defense of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). In this treatise, he presented his Islamic political thought, shaped by the
historical challenges of his time, including the Crusades and the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate. His political
ideas are summarized in presenting the factors that facilitate the establishment of states and the policies thar
should be followed in governance. The factors for state establishment include: humans being inherently
social and civilized by nature, nomadism and rtoughness, tribal solidarity (asabiyyah) and climate
moderation. As for state policies, they include: the caliphate, the ruler’s use of coercion and authority over the
subjects, the state’s expansion at the expense of its neighbors, the ruler being strong and invincible while
relying on a trustworthy minister, and the implementation of religion to avoid divine punishment.

Keywords: Ibn al-Nafis; Political Thought: lm al-Kalam; Theologus Autodidactus; Sirah.
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