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ABSTRACT : This study investigates the relationship berween ideology and the cognitive space in the
historiography of the foundation of the Hammadid State in the Central Maghreb during the 5th century
of the Hegira /11th century of the Christian era... It analyzes the divergent historical discourses between
the Zirid court narratives and later Hammadid sources. The aim is to uncover how political and doctrinal
conflicts shaped historical consciousness and produced what Michel Foucaulr calls the “regime of truth,”
while drawing on Pierre Bourdieu’s concept of “symbolic power” to explain mechanisms of domination
within the historical field.

The study adopts an analytical and comparative approach applied to the writings of historians such
as Ibn al-Athir, al-Nuwayri, Ibn Idhari, al-Raqiq al-Qayrawani, Ibn Khaldun, and Ibn al-Khatib, alongside
the unique Hammadid source by lbn Hammad al-Sanhaji. It concludes thar the marginalization of
Hammadid history was not accidental but rather the result of an exclusionary cognitive structure shaped
by Zirid authority. Consequently, it calls for a renewed epistemic reading of Maghrebi history that
restores its critical dimension and exposes the intertwined relations between memory, power, and
knowledge in the writing of the past.

Keywords: Ideology - Historical knowledge - Hammadid State - Symbolic power - Regime of truth
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