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ABSTRACT : This research addresses the most prominent efforts and contributions made by Western
Islamic scholars in the field of writing the Prophet’s biography. We have sought to highlight these efforts
from the perspective of Eastern works, and therefore we have chosen the book by the historian Shams al-
Din al-Sakhawi (d. 902 AH/1496 AD), entitled "Al-Ilan bi-al-Tubikhli-Man Dhima Ahl al-Tarikh" (The
Announcement of Rebuke to Those Who Criticise Historians), as it is a compilation of the most important
Arab and Islamic historical works ,especially those related to the Prophet's biography. The study reached
several conclusions, the most notable of which are: The book ‘Al-I'lan bi-tubaikh li-man dhamma ahl al-
tarikh’ by Al-Sakhawi is an important encyclopaedia for learning abour the types of Islamic historical
works on various topics .The biography of the Propher was one of the most important topics thar Al-
Sakhawi dealt with, dividing it into several different themes, including the battles and journeys, the birth
of the Prophet, and the signs and symbols of prophethood. Moroccan and Andalusian works on the
Prophert’s biography occupied a prominent place in Al-Sakhawi's work, and he mentioned a number of
works dating from the 4th century AH/10th century AD to the 7th century AH/13th century AD.
Keywords: Scholars, The Islamic West, Prophet's Biography, Al-Sakhawi, Al-I'lan bi-tubaikh.
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