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The “Nad al-Hashd” Tax in Cordoba: Conceptual Controversy and

the Significance of Uncanonical Levies in Light of al-Udri’s

Documents for the Year (206 AH / 821 CE)
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ABSTRACT: This study investigates the "Nad al-Hashd," a controversial extra-canonical levy during the
Umayyad era, aiming to resolve its conceptual ambiguity. By employing a critical quantitative analysis of
al-Udri’s fiscal records for the Kura of Cordoba (206 AH/821 CE), the research distinguishes this tax from
the Dhimmi-specific "Tabl". It defines "Nad al-Hashd" as a strictly monetary obligation imposed
exclusively on Muslims to fund military mobilization. The analysis highlights the unigue use of the
"Mithgal” as a stable accounting unit to mitigate currency fluctuations, aligning with Manzano Moreno’s
theory regarding the state’s structural transition toward professional standing armies.
Socio-demographically, the research moves beyond a descriptive reading of revenues. A
comparative analysis of the "tax burden” reveals that Dhimmi villages bore 3.4 times the fiscal weight of
their Muslim counterparts, acting as an economic catalyst that accelerated religious conversion. When
contrasted with Richard Bulliet’s conversion curves, the data reveals a radical demographic shift in the
Emirate’s heartland (Cordoba and its agrarian environs), where over 72% of the villages (alquerias) were
registered as Muslim. The study concludes that Muslims replaced Dhimmis as the primary tax base in the
central capital, while methodologically cautioning thar extrapolating this rapid rate of Islamization to the
entirety of al-Andalus requires further comparative studies.
Keywords: Andalusian Fiscal System, Nad al-Hashd, al-Udri, Kura of Cordoba, Tax Burden, Islamization
of Society.
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1 Eduardo Manzano Moreno-Conquistadores emires y califas Los omeyas y la formacién de al-Andalus- Barcelona- Critica-
2006-pp296-336.

2- Miquel Barcel6- El sol que sali6 por Occidente: estudios sobre el estado omeya en al-Andalus. Jaén- Universidad de Jaén- 1997.
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1 Alejandro Marcos Pous - "Cuestiones criticas sobre la localizacion de las iglesias mozirabes cordobesas dedicadas a Santa
Eulalia de Mérida'y a Santa Eulalia de Barcelona"- Corduball- (1977)- pp. 5-61.

2 - Miguel Barcelé-"Un estudio sobre la estructura fiscal y procedimientos contables del emirato omeya de Cérdoba (138-
300/755-912) y del califato (300-366/912-976)"- Acta historica et archaeologica mediaevalia- N° 5-6 (1984-1985)- p. 52.

3 Richard W Bulliet -Conversion to Islam in the Medieval Period: An Essay in Quantitative History- Cambridge- Harvard
University Press- 1979.p124.
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1- Miquel Barcel6-"Un estudio sobre la estructura fiscal -p. 51.

2- Miquel Barcel6-"Un estudio sobre la estructura fiscal -p. 58.
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1- Abboud Haggar Soha- "La fiscalidad en al-Andalus entre los siglos VIl y XII a través de las

recopilaciones de sentencias de Ibn Sahl y de Ibn Qasim al-Sa'bi"- Espacio Tiempo y Forma-

Serie IlI- Historia Medieval- 28- Afio 2015-pp23-40

2- Barcelé Miquel- "Un estudio sobre la estructura fiscal y procedimientos contables del emirato

omeya de Cordoba (138-300/755-912) y del califato (300-366/912-976)"- Acta historica et

archaeologica mediaevalia-N° 5-6 (1984-1985)- pp. 45-72.

3- Barceld Miquel-El sol que salié por Occidente: estudios sobre el estado omeya en al-Andalus.

Jaén- Universidad de Jaén- 1997.

4- Bulliet Richard W-Conversion to Islam in the Medieval Period: An Essay in Quantitative

History- Cambridge- Harvard University Press- 1979.

5- Manzano Moreno Eduardo-Conquistadores- emires y califas- Los omeyas y la formacion de al-

Andalus. Barcelona- Critica- 2006.

6- Marcos Pous Alejandro- "Cuestiones criticas sobre la localizacion de las iglesias mozarabes

cordobesas dedicadas a Santa Eulalia de Mérida y a Santa Eulalia de Barcelona"- Corduba II-

(1977)- pp. 5-61.
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