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Abstract: The Turkish archives are a vital resource for understanding Palestine's
history, especially during its transition from Ottoman rule to British occupation (1917-
1922). The significance of the period under study lies in its role in shaping Palestine's
historical past and its current situation. The Palestinian issue cannot be discussed
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without reference to the major historical developments that are documented in the
Ottoman and Turkish archives. These archives, particularly the Ottoman/Republican
Presidential Archives, contain a wealth of documents, correspondence, and reports that
offer unique insights, often unavailable elsewhere. This paper focuses on tracing the
Palestinian issue through these archives, highlighting their significance in
reconstructing or enriching historical narratives. While not exhaustive, the paper serves
as a gateway to understanding the critical role of these archives in shaping a more
comprehensive historical perspective .This paper does not claim to exhaustively cover
the subject from all angles; rather, it seeks to serve as a gateway through which
researchers can identify the various types of Palestinian archival holdings useful in
reconstructing dispersed historical narratives- or at least in reframing these narratives
by engaging with an indispensable new source for scholars of this issue.

Keywords: Turkish archives. Palestine history. British occupation (1917-1922).
historical reconstruction. The Palestinian issue.
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«...A la suite de la remise a 'ordre du jour de la Société des Nations de la

question du mandat britannique sur la Palestine, la mission diplomatique

turque considérant qu'il ne saurait étre statué légalement sur aucune

partie du territoire de I'empire ottoman avant la conclusion de la paix

définitive, proteste au nom du Gouvernement Ottoman contre toutes

décisions éventuelles a ce sujet le Gouvernement Ottoman les
considérerait comme non avenues.»
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