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“The beylik registers and their importance in the study of wealth
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Abstract: The beylik archives kept at the Algerian National Archives are considered one

of the most important and indispensable original sources for understanding the
economic and social reality of Algeria at the end of the Ottoman era in all depth, far
from the superficial and generalizing view that has been frequently repeated in our
historical works.

According to these registers, it is possible to remove the ambiguity on the level of
wealth and its distribution in society, based on the lists of wages and returns of
employees of different social origins. These registers also include account statements of
many Algerian traders in the late Ottoman period, which in turn provide valuable
information on the extent to which local elements contributed to economic movement
and the extent of their possession of wealth. in the country, this shows that wealth was
not exclusive to Turks, or Jews or other expatriate groups.

The beylik records also clearly reveal the sources that enabled rapid profit for
certain elements of society, with the approval of influential parties in the reign of the
dynasty at the time and through the loans and the money that the officials and their sons
gave to the parish inside the country,it is possible to realize the nature of the links that
were woven between the community in general and those in power at the end of the
Ottoman domination in Algeria.

Based on the above, we can ask the following question:

To what extent can the register of the beylik be exploited as a main source to study
the reality of wealth in Algeria at the end of the Ottoman domination?
Keywords: Algerian, Ottoman era, registers, beylik, society, wealth.
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