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Movements of Bedouin Tribes during The Ayyubide ra and Their
impact on the Economic situation of the state ( 570- 648H /1174-
1250 AC)
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Abstract: Nomadism means migration and not settling in a fixed place
throughout the year, whereby nomadic tribes are forced to change their areas
of residence from time to time, or from one season to another, in search of a
suitable and moderate climate that provides suitable pastures for their
livestock. The movements of the Arab Bedouin tribes spread across Egypt and
the Levant during the period of Ayyubid rule in the region (570-648 AH/1174-
1250 AD) were often influenced by the political situation of the state. The latter
was at war with the Crusaders, so the movements of these tribes occurred while
the state was busy with its wars, which left an impact on the economic situation
prevailing at that time. We find that their geographical distribution was based
on the economic activity they carried out, as they were spread out along the
routes through which trade caravans passed. In order to regulate the
relationship with these tribes, the position of "Emirate of the Arabs" was
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created by King Al-Adil Al-Ayyubi, through which he could control their
movements.

The state also sought to grant fiefdoms to the Bedouin tribes affiliated with its
lands, in exchange for military and economic services. Sultan Salah al-Din al-
Ayyubi granted fiefdoms to tribes from the Arabs of Kinana in the Damietta
region. But if they do not comply with this, the lands granted to them will be
confiscated, as happened to the tribes of Jutham and Tha laba, where the order
to confiscate their lands was issued due to their excessive shipment of crops to
the Crusaders. They were also used in their war against the Crusaders by
destroying their crops and thus creating an economic crisis. However, these
tribes also had a negative economic impact on the region. Through wars among
themselves, which led to the destruction of crops, and consequently, the
occurrence of price disturbances, one of the most prominent results reached
through this study is that these tribes were affected by the political situation of
the state with regard to the areas of their spread. The latter controlled the type
of economic activity undertaken by these tribes. We also see the Ayyubids’ use
of the Bedouin tribes in their economic war against the Crusaders. However,
these tribes sometimes resorted to dealing with the Crusaders, which prompted
the sultans to impose sanctions on them by deporting them. This study aims to
investigate the nature of the economic relationship that characterized the
Ayyubid state with the Bedouin tribes.

Keywords: Bedouin tribes; The Ayyubid state; Economic activity; Crusaders ;
Levant; Egypt.
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