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Roman fortifications in southern Numidia during the first

and second centuries A.D. (Security strategy in the
distribution of military installations)
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Abstract: The Numidia region played a vital role in the history of North Africa

during the Roman occupation, due to the geographical nature of the region and
its role in countering the threat posed by local tribes opposed to the Roman
occupation, in addition to the region's extreme economic importance.

There is no doubt that the expansionist policy of the Roman Empire during the
first and second centuries AD in the province of Numidia, which extended from
the coastal north, towards the hilly interior through mountainous barriers
towards its southern border with the Sahara, collided with the obstacle of the
mountainous terrain of the Auras and the nature of its local population that
rejected Rome's expansionist policy in the region, it was necessary for the
Romans to develop an integrated military strategy that included the military
administration led by the legion. An integrated military strategy that included
military administration under the leadership of the Legio 111 Augusta, supported
by auxiliary divisions, the construction of Castell and permanent Castrum to
contain its army and fortify the southern borders of Numidia, with the
distribution of watchtowers and the establishment of a vital road network to link
major cities and military centers to facilitate trade, in addition to the Numidian
Limes line, to strengthen Roman control and stabilize its borders in the
southern region of Numidia.

Keywords: Southern Aurés- military installations- Legio 11l Augusta- castrum-
Limes.
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