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Translation of an article by Miriam Hoexter titled:

The Tax System of Craft Guilds in Algeria during the Ottoman Era.
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Abstract: The article by Miriam Hoexter, titled “7axation of Craft Guilds in Algiers during the Turkish
Era,"examines the tax system applied to craftsmen in Algeria during the Ottoman period, from the 17th
century until the French occupation. The study highlights the role of craftsmen as a fundamental part of
the city’s economic and social structure. It explains that the taxation system was designed to support
Ottoman administration and its institutions, with various taxes imposed on craftsmen based on their
activities and resources.

The article points out that the taxes were not standardized but varied according to the type of craft,
production levels, and the influence of the amin (guild leader) representing the craftsmen before the
Ottoman administration. The amin played a pivotal role as a mediator between the craftsmen and the
authorities in Algiers. The article also explores the impact of taxes on the stability of craftsmen, noting that
they sometimes constituted a significant burden threatening the continuity of certain trades. Miriam
Hoexter sheds light on foreign sources documenting these taxes, reflecting the Orientalist perspective on
Algeria’s Ottoman administrative and economic systems.

Keywords: Crafts, craftsmen, Ottoman administration, Algiers, Constantine, taxes, guild leader,

Orientalism , economic system, foreign sources.
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