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Woman’s struggle in French prisons and detention centers
during the Algerian revolution (1954 - 1962)
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ADbstract: The National Liberation Front (FLN) emphasized the vital role of women in its national

liberation project, a commitment clearly reflected in the foundational texts of the Revolution, particularly
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the Soummam Platform, which granted a significant importance to the issue. This vision was brought to
life through the active participation of women in all phases of the struggle. Their involvement did not go
unnoticed by the colonial authorities, who sought by all possible means to sever the connection between
women and the revolutionary movement. This included widespread imprisonment in detention centers
both within Algeria and abroad. However, the FLN succeeded in overcoming these repressive barriers and
managed to maintain its influence even within these punitive institutions, centers by recruiting female
prisoners into combat cells that played an important role in strengthening methods of struggle and
confrontation against the French colonizer one within the walls of prisons and detention centers and the
other outside them. Therefore, this study which is based primarily on a set of testimonies and personal
memoirs, attempts to shed light on the hidden side of women'’s struggle inside these penal institutions
and to identify the various victories and successes they achieved in mobilization and recruitment and in
attracting support and backing for the Algerian case.
Keywords: Barberousse Prison; Torture; Arrest; Capital punishment; Djamila Bouhired; Djamila
Boupacha; The Algerian Revolution; Hunger strike; Education; Solidarity.
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