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Operation Gourcefan, October 5-6-7, 1956, from a French report,

translation and commentary
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Abstract: This is a French military report that looks back at one of the operations carried out by a French
military unit in the eighth zone of the fifth historical wilaya during the Algerian liberation revolution. The
place is called Gour Sifan, which is located in DJebel al-Amour or Jebel Beni Smir, in the Ksour Mountains
of the Saharan Atlas. This happened on October 5, 6 and 7, 1956, after the French authorities learned that
a moudjahidin unit had settled there. The military unit was divided into two parts, one descending from
the bottom of the valley and the other from below, with the meeting taking place at the agreed location.
After completing the mission, one of the two units arrived late at the agreed location, which allowed the
mudjahidin unit to withdraw easily. However, it left all its belongings, including food, military
ammunition and writings. archives, which were supposed to be taken or hidden, but this did not happen.
The surprise may have worked. The confrontation that the French force was looking for did not take
place, it was content to seize ammunition, baggage and documents and returned safely to its bases,
thinking that it had won the victory.

Our work consists of commenting on the French report on the operation through the following
elements: presenting the place - describing the report - translating its content into Arabic - commenting
on some of the issues raised in the text of the report.

Keywords: report - platoon - operation -D Jebel Al-Amour - rebels - Goursifan - Mecheria - - Al-Hajrat-
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