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The Impact of European Captives on France's Conquest of Algeria
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ABSTRACT: Relations between the shores of the western Mediterranean fluctuated between
periods of peace, marked by treaties, and hostility fueled by religious conflict, Maritime piracy
was a prominent feature of these tensions, especially through the capturing of ships, which led to
the formation of organizations dedicated to freeing and ransoming captives.
The issue of Christian captives in Ottoman-ruled Algeria ignited European public opinion,
prompting the creation of numerous, often biased studies aimed at serving the Church. Ransom
organizations played a crucial role in fueling crusader sentiment, persuading populations and
rulers to attack Algeria and curb its piracy, thus serving their nations' interests in a covert war
preceding military interventions.
For an extended period, the ransoming of Christian captives in Algeria was a significant source of
income and wealth, playing a vital role in the economy of the Ottoman Regency of Algiers. Many
modern historians have termed this practice "human trafficking.” While it benefited Algerians,
the redeemers of Christian captives often had hidden agendas.
This study seeks to answer the following question: What were the covert objectives of
European captives in Algeria, and how did they contribute to fueling colonial crusades against it?

Keywords: Mediterranean Sea, piracy, captives, Algerian occupation.
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