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Toponymic transformations in the Maghreb (Tunisia) during the

Middle Ages, the Jerid region as a model
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Abstract: The responsibilities of the researcher in history include investigation,

excavation and research, in order to develop a vision of the historical dimension of each
field, based on the sources and documents available to him. He relied on many historical
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approaches that are evidence in order to reach the historical event or historical name.
Toponymy, or what is known as the science of names and places, was one of the means,
mechanisms and sciences that assist history in understanding the transformations of the
field and time, by interrogating history and its material and immaterial heritage.
Believing that toponymic work inevitably contributes to understanding the status of
names and their transformations for many cities, this research paper was created,
through which we tried to rely on those toponymic transformations in the field of the
Maghreb, the Jerid region and its cities by tracing the origins of their names based on
what was mentioned in many geographical and historical sources and travel books
available to us, which knew the Jerid region, which includes the regions of Tozeur and
its surroundings, Nefta and its suburbs, Qantrar, EIl Hamma and Tagious. These places
have witnessed important spatial transformations and names linked to many factors,
according to a historical geographical system that changes with the transformation of
space and time, not caring about the change of ethnicities that move according to
interest and resort.

Keywords: The Maghreb; Jerid region; Toponymy; Domain; Jerid cities.
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