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The Revolts of Local Tribes Through the Victory Announcements of the

Governors of the Province of Mauretania Caesariensis (197 to 297 AD)
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Abstract : In this article, we discussed an aspect of the resistance of local
inhabitants to the Roman occupation in North Africa, specifically
through military confrontations, as documented in Latin inscriptions.

We selected the province of Mauretania Caesariensis as a model
because this region witnessed many events and confrontations between
the Roman army and the local inhabitants. The historical period we
focused on was the early Imperial period.

The goal of this study is to highlight the role of Latin inscriptions in
showcasing the resistance of North African inhabitants to the Roman
occupation. The research problem centered on the extent to which the
governors appointed by the Roman administration in Mauretania
Caesariensis succeeded in perpetuating the idea of the conqueror's
continuous victory over the conquered, or conversely, their contribution
to immortalizing the names of individuals and tribes who resistend.

Our study relied on the texts of Latin inscriptions published in the
Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum (CIL VIII) and various specialized
journals. We identified eight inscriptions that mentioned military
confrontations between the Roman army, led by provincial governors,
and the local inhabitants, led by resistant tribal leaders.

We divided this study into four main sections: 1. The historical and
geographical framework of the province 2. The local resistance led by
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"Faraxen™ 3. The resistance of the "Bavare Tribes" 4. The resistance of
the "Quinguegentanei".

In conclusion, we found that the provincial governors succeeded
more in immortalizing the names of the resistant tribes than in
celebrating their own victories.

Keywords : Caesarean Mauritania; faraxen; Bavare tribes; resistant
tribes; resistance.
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Fa/raxen rebellis cum sa/tellitibus suis fuerit / captus et interfectus / ordo
col(oniae) Auziensis insidiis Bavarum de/cepto p(ecunia) p(ublica) f(ecit)
d(e)d(icatum) VIII Kal(endas) / [A]pr(iles) (!) pr(ovinciae) CCXXI
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441
2- Drici Salim, « Inscription inédite des Bavares d’El Bayadh et les troubles au Maghreb ancien»,
dans Icosim N° 4, Alger, 2015, pp 51- 66.; Benseddik (N.) Laporte (J.P.), «Les Bavares
transtagnenses, peuple de Maurétanie césarienne », dans les auxiliaires de 1’armée romaine, Des
alliés aux fédérés, Lyon 2016, p. 409-419.
3- AE, 2014, 01590
4 Kasdi Zheira, Mauretania Caesarensis : Prosopographie et Aspects administratifs, Judisiaires et
Militaires du gouvernement de la province de Maurétanie Césarienne, These de doctorat en
histoire ancienne, université de Paris I, 2017, p. 147.
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Drici S.(2016), p. 52 : oy (s Asids
Aduadl o 4SS
lovi Optim(o) Max(imo) / et dis Fautorib(us) / votum / C(aius)
Octavius Pudens / proc(urator) Severi / Aug(usti) / Bavarib(us) caesis
captis/que
Aad] pai dazys
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1- Drici Salim « Inscription inédite des Bavares..., op.cit, p. 53.
2- Rachet Marguerite, Rome et les berbéres, un probléme militaire d’auguste a dioclétien,
Bruxelles, 1970, p. 243.
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~EBELLIBVS-ET-IN-

?’JRIORI-PRAESIDATV
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prAEF CLASS PRAET
B2TNCIT AGENS

Kasdi (Z.), https:/db.edcs.eu/epigr/ae/ae1907/ae1907-01.pdf : oye (L)) cade so dduss
(2017), P. 271

1- Drici Salim, Op.cit., p. 64.
2- CIL VIII, 9049
3- Christol Michel, «l'oeuvre de C.Octavius Pudens Caesius Honoratus en maurétanie
Césarienne.” In l'africa romana, X, 1999, pp. 1141-1152.
4- AE 1897, 00061 = AE 1907, 00004 = AE 1907, +00228 = AE 1908, 00063
5- Kasdi Zheira, op.cit, p. 271
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1SL[]SI / [] Bavaribus / [] rebellibus et in / [p]riori praesidatu /
[e]t post(ea) in ducatu / [M] Cornel(ius) Octavianus / [pr]aef(ectus)
class(is) praet(oriae) / [JI[1]CIT agens

[

sl O o) ugildLiSol ugulidysS usSile .93 matll Hlall . saua) (ol das 3
sl Jslaedll
@Skt slatl il oo Sl 4l b ¥ Lo a2 2auaill pas Ol e o501 e Geladl]
pog als gl pasadl e Ll Coanpell’y lyimg Sledl e Al e dablall
ey Gosalll Jolasdll 1518 O gl " LugilidliSol ogulaingS usSHle" 94 Ll
dux per ) Lus Lillasysag Lisoss ol e ol (<255 o oo el Zablall ol e
.z‘a 2604259 (v (Africam, Numidiam Mauretaniamque
codllgs one Aalaiey (Auzia) (¥5adl eu 2ot Lol Ae TO¥3AI jgu Hiuds -3.3
254 0 L350

3000 1. op[t.] max. | Geniisque diis | [¢Jmmortalibus | [vict]oriisque

dd. no. | invic[tJor., M. Aurel. Vitalis | v. e., p. p.! Maur. Caesarien., | Ulp.

Castus dec. alae | Thracum, ob bar|baros cesos ac | fusos v. s. 1. a., | .. idus
Aug., a. p.? CC | et XV*

https://db.edcs.eu/epiqr/déssalj/de-b-(;o-()S.[;;jf:.d.c Odadl Hew zt.&.m.» --
Aduadl jai 4SS
I(ovi) Op(timo) Max(imo) / Geniisque di{i}s / [IJmmortalibus /
[Vict]oriisg(ue) dd(ominorum) nn(ostrorum) / [I]nvic[t]Jor(um) M(arcus)
Aure(lius) Vitalis / v(ir) e(gregius) p(raeses) p(rovinciae) Maur(etaniae)
Caesarien(sis) / Ulp(ius) Castus dec(urio) alae / Thracum ob bar/baros

c(a)esos ac / fusos v(otum) s(olverunt) I(ibentes) a(nimo) / X Idus
Aug(ustas) a(nno) p(rovinciae) CC / et XV

1- Kasdi Zheira, op-cit, 268.
2- Christol Michel, “Les gouverneurs de Numidie sous Valerien et Gallien et I’histoire militaire
de la province entre 253 et 260”, dans, I’antiquité classique, tome 72, 2003, p. 157.
3- CIL VIII, 20827
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Bavaiivm GEx1ES QVORVM OMnis mvViwlv

DO PROSTRATA EST INTERFECTIS TAGNIN MASMVLE
ET FAIEM REGIBVS ADPRAHENSIS EIAM AFRA A ]
EANLY SASAEVITVIVISICVIM COMIRTIC REGA
LIBVS VOTA DIIS IMMORTALIBVS oo1Vi08g
BT SvIECIVS SA
(sl 28) o Bdias
https://db.edcs.eu/epigr/ae/ae1907/ae1907-45.pdf : e

ve

433 o el gl Jiige .z -1
2 -AE 1907, 00157 = AE 2003, 02024
3- Christol Michel, Laporte Jean-Pierre, “ Teniet-el-Meksen : un nouveau gouverneur de
Maurétanie Césarienne dans les derniéres décennies du Ille siecle et les luttes entre le
pouvoir romain et les Bavares”, dans, Ant. Afr, 38-39,2002, p.109.
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Fa[3]asaven et Vivisicuiam conlectis rega/libus vota dis immortalibus
Genio[q(ue)] / [loci solv]it Sul[pi]cius Sac[rat]us
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1- Laporte Jean-Pierre, « L'armée romaine permanente de Maurétanie césarienne et ses dieux,
dans, L’armée romaine et la religion sous le Haut-Empire romain”, dans, Actes du quatrieme
Congrés de Lyon (26-28 octobre 2006), p.45
2- Christol Michel, Laporte Jean-Pierre, op-cit, p. 120
3- Laporte Jean-Pierre, L'armée romaine.. ., o-Cit, p.45
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1- CIL VIII, 21486
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1- Kasdi Zheira, Mauretania Caesarensis. .., op-Cit, p. 292.
2- CIL VIII, 09324
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CIL VIII, 8924 : ;e aley diuas

Addad) jas eSS
[I(ovi)] O(ptimo) M(aximo) / [lunoni] ceterisque di{i}s /
[immortal]ibus gratum / [referens qJuod coaduna/[tis secum mili]tibus
dd(ominorum) nn(ostrorum) / Invictissimorum Aug[g(ustorum)] / tam ex
par<te=ET> Caes(ariensi) quam / etiam de Sitifensi adgres/sus
Quinquegentaneos / rebelles caesos multos / etiam et vivos adpre/hensos
sed et praedas / actas repressa despe/ratione eorum victo/riam
reportaverit / Aurel(ius) Litua v(ir) p(erfectissimus) p(raeses)
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Camps Gabriel, « Bavares », Encyclopédie berbére [En ligne], 91991, p. 3: e
Aall) o ypathy
Ol sg0im 3HsS 73S lalifs | ) SN (o gimi 361,89 dazys IS (pe tails
Bl o Aegame padliiwl (o LiShd (Glagdl W wegias auey Cnelel

1- Hamdoune Christine., « L’expédition de Maximien en Afrique ». dans : Antiquités africaines,
46-48, 2010. P.186.
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sahariens a I’époque Romaine.(carte).
5- Benseddik Nacéra, Les Troupes Auxiliaires de I’Armée Romaine en Maurétanie Césarienne,
sous le haut- empire, SNED, Alger, 1982.
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