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The Importance of The Controversial issues books in Figh

(Al-Nawazil in Figh) in Studying Family Life in the Maghreb
and Al-Andalus during the 5th-6th Centuries Hijri / 11th-12th AD
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Abstract: This article addresses the importance of The Controversial issues books in Figh (Al-
Nawazil in Figh) in studying family life in both the Maghreb and Al-Andalus between the 5th-6th
centuries Hijri / 11th-12th centuries AD. These books are considered indispensable sources for
studying the history of the Islamic West during the medieval period, as they provide precise and
comprehensive information on how Islamic law interacted with individuals' daily lives and how
Islamic jurisprudence evolved in response to emerging issues faced by families. They also reveal
various social, cultural, economic and religious aspects that formed the fabric of Maghrebi and
Andalusian societies, highlighting their similarities due to geographic and historical continuity.
Additionally, the fatwas and Nawazil presented to jurists reflect their approach in addressing
issues and problems that families faced at the time such as marriage, divorce, alimony, custody,
and inheritance, as well as matters related to women as essential and active members of the
family. They also offered practical solutions to maintain the integrity of the family and prevent its
disintegration and collapse. Furthermore, they reflect the prevailing values and traditions in
society where custom often intertwined with Islamic law.

Keywords: Nawazil; Al-Andalus; Maghreb; Family, Women; Marriage; Alimony; Divorce;

Custom; Islamic Law.
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