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Examples of Algerian captives in Malta during the seventeenth

century: reading in manuscripts of the Algerian captive Ali bin

Yahya Al-Zawawi
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ABSTRACT: The question of Algerian captives in European countries during
the Ottoman era is one of the question on which there have been few studies, as
researchers tended to study the lives of European captives in Algeria only
rarely, and some researchers appear to be reluctant to address the question of
Algerian captives due to the lack of sources that talked about them, and the lack
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of documents or letters exchanged between captives and their families in
Algeria. Because of the above and the availability of some sources that talk
about one of the Algerian captives named Ali bin Yahya Al-Zawawi, this paper
comes to develop a study about this character by studying some of the
manuscripts that he copied himself on the island of Malta in one of the
monasteries there, which contained some news about his life.

Keywords: Algerian captives; Ali bin Yahya Al-Zawawi; Manuscripts; Malta;
Seventeenth century.
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Livorno Tipografia Raffaello Giusti, 1930, p: 7.
2 Klabb Kotba Maltin, The School Of Arabic In The Friary Of Santa Marija Ta’ Gesu (1482 —
1965), Valletta Malta, Spirit+Life. Review of Franciscan Culture, Malta, January - March 2022,
pp: 12-20.
3- https://ofm.mt/KummissarjatArtimgaddsa/history/
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1- Dionisius A. Agius, op. cit, p: 25.
2- Ibid.
3- Dionisius A. Agius, op. cit, p: 26.
4- lbid.
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1- Dionisius A. Agius, The Cognitive Landscape of Seventeenth Century Malta: Communicating
Information in a Cosmopolitan Society, Chapter in The Netherlands in Magic in Malta: Sellem
bin al-Sheikh Mansur and the Roman Inquisition, 1605, Islamic History and Civilization, Volume
185, Brill , 2022, pp: 323-348.
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ha riportato e tradotto i titoli dei Capitoli, ed alcuni di essi ne da per
intero nell'Appendice dell' Index Manus., suddetto, a pag. 26 e segg.

l %4 — (Pos., 111, G.8; Lettieri, R. Bibl. Borbon. Codices, e Index Ma-
nus., VIIT]. In carta europea, di 177 fogli, alto 28¢, largo 21°, a 12 linee; in

| carnuere naskhi, con vocali.
Ha per titolo: 3y yaz= (3 O3V (525 st 6_\&".!,:9'\“ & Aaegy=¥t 50,
E dunque un Commento alla Grammatica di Ibn Ag'urrim: seritto dal
celebre Gabriele Farhat. (Vedi Assewant, Bibl. Orient., I, pag. 626.)
La nota posta in fine dell’ Opera da piena contezza del copista,
di cui trovansi, appresso, altri scritti. Essa & del tenore seguente:

oaad! ARl saalh Oy 28 spu Gamas QU AW Gpm QU (&
SESURPIE NN O DN | GOV LSS S TP SRR WE S
2 -
¥ Ll @ikl iyl @l @ 2 o 2 2 o
5 erhayl daw kel dened) gaeds a, AW K5 kg
| oo 1429 ole Jhdl 1 de &l epdiVY oy ALUS e gl
[ A_:o.é\ E)s,s\@“.
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5- N. I. MATAR, Muslims In Seventeenth-Century England, Journal of Islamic
Studies, January 1997, Vol. 8, No. 1 (January 1997).

6- Eloy Martin Corrales, Muslims in Europe: Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries, chapter
in “Muslims in Spain, 1492-1814”, 2020.

7- Nabil MATAR, Muslim Captives In Early Modern European Sculpture, KARE-
International Journal of Comparative Literature, 2022.

8-MSA16,MSA1, MSA3 MSA1l, MSAS

9- Cataloghi dei codici orientali di alcune biblioteche d'ltalia, Parties 1 & 3 De lItaly,
Ministero dell'educazione nazionale; Publisher, Tipografia dei successori Le Monnier,
1878.

10- Dionisius A. Agius, The study of Arabic in Malta, 1632 to 1915, Louvain, 1990.

11- Ettore Rossi-Manoscritti e documenti orientali nelle Biblioteche e negli Archivi
di Malta- Livorno Tipografia Raffaello Giusti, 1930.

12- Klabb Kotba Maltin, The School Of Arabic In The Friary Of Santa Marija Ta’
Gesu (1482 — 1965), Valletta Malta, Spirit+Life. Review of Franciscan Culture, Malta,
January - March 2022, pp: 12-20.

13- https://ofm.mt/KummissarjatArtimgaddsa/history/ (date: 10/10/2023)

4. Dionisius A. Agius, The Cognitive Landscape of Seventeenth Century Malta:
Communicating Information in a Cosmopolitan Society, Chapter in The Netherlands in
Magic in Malta: Sellem bin al-Sheikh Mansur and the Roman Inquisition, 1605, Islamic
History and Civilization, Volume 185, Brill , 2022.
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