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French “population grouping” centers in Algeria during the
liberation revolution (1954-1962) and their effects on the
population: the countryside of the Chlef region as a model.
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Abstract: During theAlgerian War of Independence (1954-1962), the French colonial authorities carried
out extensive operations to move theAlgerian rural population from their original villages to new
centersnamed «Camps Regrouping Centers». Mainly implemented by the French army, this «policy»ofthe
regroupings was conceived as part of the «counter-insurgency war» waged against the National
Liberation Front (FLN). As the war progressed, colonial authorities came to present groupings as a means
of transforming the rural world by creating “new villages”.
We will base ourselves here on the case of the consolidation camps set up in the region of Chélif, because
it was one of the regions that experienced the phenomenon and suffered the most.
Environmental, economic and social upheavals must be taken into account in order to properly measure
the nature, extent and scope of this violence by colonial authorities towards the rural population, under
the mythology of “pacification”.
Keywords: Camps Regrouping Centers; Forced displacement; Pacification;National Liberation

Front;Resettlement;deportation;camps; French army;Orléansville;Chlef.
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1 - Fabien Sacriste, (2012, février 15), Surveiller et moderniser. Les camps de Regroupement » de ruraux pendant la guerre
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1-Jean-Charles Jauffret, M. V. (2001). Militaires et guérilla dans la guerre d'Algérie. Paris: Editions complexe.

2 - Sacriste, op. cit.
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1- Claude Bataillon, « Populations rurales algériennes: encadrement socio-administratif et émigration », Cybergeo: Furopean
Journal of Geography[Online], Current issues, Les lieux de la guerre d'Algérie, Online since 27 June 2020, URL:
http://journals.openedition.org/cybergeo/25580 :consulter le : 18/09/2022.

2- Zytnicki, C. (2021, juin 28). Les Camps de « regroupement ». Une histoire de I'Etat colonial et de la société rurale pendant la
guerre d'indépendance algérienne (1954-1962). Récupéré sur cairn.info:https://www.cairn.info/revue-outre-mers-2015-1-page-

257 .htm?contenu=article consulter le : 18/09/2022.

3 - Maurice Vaisse, | -C. |, Militaires et guérilla dans la guerre d'Algérie, éditions complexe, Paris, 2001, p. 328.
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1- Ibid.

2 - Fabien Sacriste, « Surveiller et moderniser. Les camps de « regroupement » de ruraux pendant la guerre d'indépendance
algérienne », Métro politiques, 15 février 2012.

URL :http://www.metropolitiques.eu/Surveiller-et-moderniser-Les-camps.html.

Consulter le: 18/09/2022.

3 - Lepoutre, N. (2022, avril 22). Les camps de regroupement en Algérie Une histoire des déplacements forcés (1954-1962).
Récupéré sur journals. Open édition :https://journals.openedition.org/lectures/54824?lang=en consulter le : 24/11/2022.
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