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The role of combat sports in the military education of the Maritime Mamluks

(648-784 AH/1250-1381 AD)
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Abstract : The military education of the Maritime Mamluks (648-784 AHy 1250-1381 AD) was the basis
for their strength, as the sultans of Egypt brought them through when they were young, and they are
subjected to a careful educational system whose origins go back to the Seljuks, Fatimids and Ayyubids,
which was completed and reached its peak in their era, this system begins with a medical examination,
then residence in the "military schools” known as "Tibaq', where they are educated in the ethics of Islamic
law, and the Holy Quran, Arabic language and calligraphy, thene etiquerte of Sharia.

Meartial sports had a role in this education, as the mamluk ar the age of puberty begins to learn
martial arts,: starting with horseback riding, leading to training in combat sports, and after completing the
training phase, the mamluk becomes ready o graduate after his morals have been refined, and his reward
at the end is a collective emancipation and a special celebration. is held for him in the presence of the
Sultan, based on a certificate called "etage” or "etagam, then he continues his training, until he reaches the
command, and may even reach the throne of the Sultanate .

Keywords: Maritime Mamluks; Military education; Horse riding; Horses race; Polo; Stroller game;

hunting; fields; swimming ;combat sports.
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