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Horse and chariot racing in ancient North Africa.
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Abstract: Horses are considered one of the most important animal wealth for which the Norr/: African

region is famous in the past and present, and which has made it famous throughout the world as a whole,
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because of its qualities such as lightness, agility, gentleness and endurance of fatigue, as it was
appreciated by the ancient Greek and Latin writers alike. The Numidian kings raised ponies in large
numbers in their stables, in order to exploit them in the military, economic and sports fields, and this
continued even after the occupation of the region by the Romans. In addjtion to the coachman, she was
able to win titles and awards, and this is what we see through the archaeological remains, foremost of
which comes the mosaic panels, which transferred to us part of the urban areas of their breeding and
preserved for us the names of some horses and coaches, and the teams that played under their colors, The
major cities of the ancient Maghreb were nor without chariot racing tracks known as circuses, as a symbol
of the Romanization of the region.

Keywords: Horse; Sports; North Africa; the old; Chariot racing; Mosaic; Coachman; Teams; Awards;
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1 Hérodote, Histoire, Ph. E. Legrand (trad.), Paris, Les belles lettres, 1982, 1V, 183.

2 Solin, Polyhistor, M.A. Agnant (trad.), Paris, Pankouke, 1847, XXVII, 2.

3 Tite-Live, Histoire Romaine, A. Flobert (trad.), Paris, Flammarion, 1994, XXIlI, 29, 5.
4- Strabon, Géographie, A. Tardieu (trad.), Paris, Hachette, 1886, XVII, 3, 7.

91



Sl @U;\.’L‘:u LA)MQCE\M LeSme dale dlome -Buyuzd! gl Ao
10089 daale -4adl)l pglally dulud¥l pslall 208

I\;
22022/21443 (s192) 25aadl -T2l Universid 1]
EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 e

DOI: 10.54240/2318-011-003
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178

)l Lasl joguasy Lal." DlE (Elianos) wsild) S5 cduwds Gl @9
dezs d2b e J8Y1 (e 098 LT (Lo Legs By A i ¥ cBiias™l gyul (o
Lidis s8] (i oyusan JNS (he (Appianos) swsilel #o5ll alaly 41"LQJ dud! Llie 418
G 54801 5551l (Némésien de Carthage) albs,all (Lsess 055 LeS .Zanglj alall
(lledl lias @ sagai09 endl 3 dedds ae Blilse osdl Olaxdl Le aten
Sly s ol lalaly o8 lBlintuby disgid 3 Go dilgain dblits] 2myu
oSyl Gesalin oS3 @l ot go W] dblis gy Y s L) G das GAS
b Ay Ogatensid Gluoyall gumy Lia" dledy Lawoy § LLa J3T (Silius ltalicus)
O Ostaliy AasSAlE Alels o3 (py Aanas Lam plass G (ploj 090 piEiuas
RPORPCINR
Jsusdly Aasldl Bliall Bansell (SLY (o gilladl yusd :Jguidl Ay sllas -2
el > e gudill ol ! LLAIN (3 Lasaad 1l ceuuall Coyall o § Laesys
339 o tAgpesddl ULl e i plea¥l 1l medley 2es¥) jolall Logas
dl add Glegydl aulill S (3 (Tittus Livius) uguds) (wsis dic Buyde (ogual
Ji3 200 sle o suzall 30 M5 oleg,)l dilal> woss e Luiaaals ULl alud)
3 Oslila 3Lzl 5LaTs ia . eyd 3900, degama suds Loy oLl i3 1705 UL
Slas sy en Les coyd all Ble LuSe clleald s clbonS o J) (A B
sl ALl Aapole 2oy Jgusedl 20
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2- Appien, Histoire Romaine, Le livre Carthaginois, P. Goukowsky (trad.), Paris, Les belles lettres, 2001, VIII, LI, 223.
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1 Strabon, XVII, 111, 13.

2 Morvillez (E.), «Les mosaiques de bains d’Oued Athmania(Algérie) : les calques conservés a la médiathéque de l'architecture et
du patrimoine», Bulletin de la société nationale des antiquaires de France, 2006, 2012, p. 314; Cristina (A.) et Lechilli (E.), «Les
différentes représentations et symboliques du cheval a; travers I'iconographie de la région de Cirta du ler a la fin du llle siécle

aprés J.-C», In Situ revue des patrimoines, 27,2015, p. 08-11.
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1 Kammoun (Z.), Les jeux du cirque dans la mosaique africaine de la période romaine en Tunisie, https://archive.wikiwix.com.
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41bid, p. 1371.
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1 Picard (G.Ch.), «Le couronnement de Vénus», Mélanges d'archéologie et d'histoire, T. 58, 1941, p. 44; p. 48; Yacoub (M.), op.cit,
p.188.

2 Yacoub (M.), op.cit, p. 189; Ennaifer (M.), op.cit, pp. 836-838; ., h‘;ﬂ.nj)l‘ I oLt Eeall oyl 3 Sl e o Lay
118

3Ferdi (S.), Corpus des mosaiques de Cherchel, C.N.R.S, Paris, 2005, p. 63, n. 48.
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1- Thuillier ()-P), «L ‘organisation des ludi circenses: les quatre factions (République, Haut Empire)», dans K. Coleman et ). Nelis-

Clément éd, L'organisation des spectacles romains, Entretiens sur I'Antiquité classique, Fondation Hardt aott 2011,
Vandoeuvres-Genéve, 2012, p.197.
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Yacoub (M.), Op.cit, p. 126; 120-119 . 4o « Gila gl S oLt eadll yall 3 S Pl o Lay- 4

19 e camll s -5

6- Nelis-Clément ().), «Le cirque romain et son paysage sonore», in: ). Nelis-Clément et |.-M. Roddaz, éd, Le cirque romain et son

2850 ‘C‘-’«‘U s« Jal&L ijhb.ﬁ_ﬂpA.?G; image, Bordeaux 2008,
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1-Ovide, Les métamorphoses, . Chamonard (trad.), Paris, Garnier-Flammarion, 1966, 10, 30; Fauquet (F.), op.cit, p. 36.
2-Nelis-Clément ().), op.cit, pp. 445-446.

3 - Ennaifer (M.), op.cit, p. 820,75 . 4o hc_?)l\ o o las e

4- Yacoub (M.), op.cit, p. 134.

5- Cretot (M.), <Les jeux et les spedtacles de |'Afrique romaine», Algérianiste, 71,1995, p.6; .72 . o ‘c_?)ll s o bas aJe
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1- Nelis-Clément (), op.cit, p. 445; Fauquet (F.), op.cit, p. 332; p. 336.
2- Fauquet (F.), op.cit, p. 334; 76 .o ht__»)Ll o oz las alle
3- Nelis-Clément (1), op.cit, p. 448; 117 e «untill il § olad¥1 . Mle o Ly
4-Nelis-Clément (1), op.cit, p. 450; 76 o cazmll ki vz hias L2
5- Cretot (M.), op.cit, p. 8.
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3- Yacoub (M.), op.cit, p. 125, Fig., 86 ; p. 188-189, Fig.,, 164-165; Duval (N), «Couronnes agonistiques sur des mosaiques
africaines», Bulletin de la Société Nationale des Antiquaires de France, 1978-1979, 1982, pp. 232-234.

4 Cretot (M.), op.cit, p. 7.
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1- Gros (P.), L'architecture romaine, du début du Ill siécles av.j.c a la fin du haut —empire, 1, Les monuments publics, France

Quercy, 2002, p. 346 ; Pichot (A.), Les édifices de spectacle des Maurétanies romaines, Thése de doctorat, Université de Lausanne,
135.40 ‘C‘-’«‘U o ujLuxJ\ @sly] dezma ¢law 135Facultés des lettres, 2010, p. 80 ;

2-Vasina ().), op.cit, p. 3.

3- Cretot (M.), op.cit, p. 2.
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Sevilla 2006, V.1, Roma, 2008, p. 268.
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