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The foundation of the city El-Asnam (Orléansville)
and its urban development between 1843-1856
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Abstract: The creation of many military centers dedicated to the establishment
of the occupation army, from which the battalions departed to suppress the
Algerian resistance, was followed by the activity of the French occupation of
Algeria, and with the passing of time, most of these centers transformed into
settlement villages and then European urban style cities, including the city of
El-Assnam (Orléansville), It played a vital role in suppressing common
resistance in the Chlef Basin and subjugating its inhabitants after being built as
an army camp in the middle of Chlef. Despite the difficulties the army
encountered during its formation, its strategic position, halfway between Algiers
and Oran, and its proximity to the coast, in particular, especially the port of
Tennis, , and its historical significance as a station for a former Roman
settlement, as well as its economic signifiance as a fertile plain region that
provides a favorable climate for the agricultural revival and quick development
into a population center, and then into a city that was considered the capital of
the Chlef Basin area, was due to its industrial and commercial operation. The
railway that runs alongside it. The establishment of this city ushered in a
seismic shift in the region's geopolitical, economic, and urban environment.
Keywords: El-Asnam; Orleansville; Chlef; city; military camp;
Settlement center.
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