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Administration of the French occupation and the
protection of the railways:
The Armored Train as a model 1954-1962
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Abstract: This study deals with the issue of the French military arsenal and its
uses in the Algerian revolutionfor liberation. The Armored Train , was the most
important component of this arsenal, it was introduced by the French military
institutionto the Algerian liberation revolution as response tothe National
Liberation Army Soldiers who expanded their attacks on the railways and trains
of all kinds. In fact, The Armored Train formed the important defensive war
plan and changed the system of the French military machine. To very large
extent, its nature within its composition made it different from other trains in
terms of external shape and mechanism of manufacture, as well as the defensive
features.It is natural that the date of bringingthe Armored Train in Algeria
coincided basically with the first attacks that targeted the movement of French
trains, and from here it is evident that it was entered with one goal, which is to
protect the railway and facilitate the movement of trains. It is widely noted
thatsince its launch into service, Armored Train system has faced many
obstacles.These latter weredue to the complexity and seriousness of its tasks
with the increasing attacks of the National Liberation Army on the railway, as
well as financing the high cost of this service, and problemsthat faced the
French soldiers in operating and manipulating this train.

In this paper, we will try to address the attacks of the National Liberation
Army on the railway, tackle the first steps that led to the emergence of the
Armored Train, and introduce this latter by addressing its structure,
characteristics, and tasks that it was assigned to, and the most important gaps in
this system.

Keywords: The railway; the Algerian revolution, the railway battle; sabotage,
the protection system; the Algerian railway corporation, the armored car; the
armored train, the mines; the mine detector.
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- SHAT (1H 2634 ), creation d’un train blinde, note de service n: 13.934. EN.10/4/OPA du 10 octobre 1956.
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- Annexe creation d’un train blinde, note de service n: 13.934. EN.10/4/0OPA du 10 octobre 1956.
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- SHAT (1H 2634 ) transmis, monsieur le général, commandant le train et directeur des transports de la 10 région

militaire, n: 5618/GEN/3/V.F, du 21/4/1958.
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- SHAT (1H 2634 ) le colonel ROUSSEL commandant le train et directeur des transports de la région territoriale et

du corps d'armes d’Alger, n : 360, Alger 16 janvier 1962.

:me.g."
1- Jean-Denis G.G- LePage military trains and railways- mc far land e company-IMC-publishers-united states of America-2017-p.

191.
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