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The separation of the Jews of Algeria from the local
community (24 October 1870): Roots and causes
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Abstract: The Crémieux decree of October 24, 1870 is among the important
decrees in Algerian history, because it forever changed the composition of local
society, since the Jewish component is no longer part of Algerian society. This
decree allowed them to benefit collectively from French nationality, which in a
way contributed to the triggering of the El Mokrani revolution in 1871.

This study aims to research the origins of the Criminal Decree by
reviewing the most important events and historical data that preceded it.
Tracing the relations of the Jews of Algeria with the colonial administration
during the period of the Second Empire (1852 - September 1870. Moreover, to
prospect the position of Jewish notables and their various religious councils in
Algeria, vis-a-vis this colonial administration and then to answer an important
and sensitive question is whether French nationality was imposed on the Jews
of Algeria or it was a response to their hopes and desires.

Keywords: The Jews of Algeria; Isaac-Jacob Adolphe Crémieux decree;

Algerian society; French nationality; Louis Philippe; Napoleon III; Jewish
consistory; the Senatus Council of 1865; the Governor General; the colonial
administration.
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