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Norms of Translating Local History Written in Orientalist Language and Colonial
Superiority: An Experience in Arabizing Antoine Arnaud’s 1863 Travelogue in the Djelia
Region
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Senior Lecturer at Djelfa Ziane Achour University (Algeria)
messaoud.bensalem@univ-djelfa.dz

ABSTRACT:

The historical translation of texts from the French colonial period requires, in addition to translational
competence, a keen attention to colonialist supremacist discourse and a comprehensive understanding
of the diverse contexts in which these texts were produced.

To explore this topic, this study addresses the issue of translation in Algeria in general, incorporating
observations from Algerian translators based on their personal experiences.

The study establishes a set of norms derived from the experience of translating the 1863 travelogue
of the French military translator Antoine Arnaud. Furthermore, it offers recommendations intended
to provide practical solutions for advancing the field of historical translation

KEYWORDS: Historical translation, Colonial discourse, Local history, travel literature, French
Colonization.
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