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ABSTRACT:

This reading adopts a critical approach to Habib Monssi’s novel On the Other Shore of Illusion,
seeking to interrogate the dialectics of the self and the Other as a psychologically dense space of
signification. Within this space, the narrating self is reconstituted as it rewrites its existence along the
borders of anxiety, memory, and fragmentation. The study probes the representations of the self in its
constant contact with the Other, considering this duality a structural nucleus in the formation of the
narrative character and its existential trajectory.

The approach aims to deconstruct the mechanisms through which the novelistic self is
constituted as it feeds on a memory burdened with guilt and splinters under the pressure of alienation.
As a result, the self emerges as a fractured entity, searching for coherence across multiple mirrors.
Conversely, the Other does not appear in a single, static form, but rather proliferates into diverse
figures: the stranger who awakens latent anxieties, the woman as a mirror of desire and rupture, the
collective with its weight of authority and repression, and even the repressed self itself, which turns
into a concealed Other inhabiting the interior and haunting it.

The study is grounded in a psychoanalytic methodology, drawing on key concepts from
Sigmund Freud’s reflections on the unconscious and guilt, Jacques Lacan’s dialectic of the self and the
Other and the mirror stage, and Paul Ricoeur’s understanding of narrative identity as a dynamic,
interpretive construction. The analysis ultimately concludes that the novel does not reify the Other
merely as an external adversary; rather, it endows the Other with a constitutive dimension, rendering
it a necessary condition for self-understanding and the completion of self-awareness. Through its
profound psychological structure, the novel reveals identity as an open-ended project of perpetual
transformation, generated within an ongoing dialectic between the self and the Other, between memory
and dream, and between illusion and the possibility of transcending it.

KEYWORDS: Selfhood, the Other, psychoanalytic criticism, identity formation, alienation, inner
conflict.
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