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The Visual System in the Novel “Houbah oua el Mehdi el montadhar” by Azzeddine
Djelaoudji : A Semantic and Ideological Approach

= MAZARI Abdelkader
Professor at Abdelhamid |bn Badis, Mostaganem University (Algeria)
mazariabdelkader@yahoo.fr

ABSTRACT:

This research attempts to study the visual system in the novel Houbah and the Journey in
Search of the Awaited Mahdi by the novelist (Azzeddine djelaoudji), through an analysis of the
representation of images, dark spaces, shadows, and colors, and their interactions with the semantic
and ideological structure of the text. The study reveals also the transformation of the visual scene from
a mere aesthetic element into a mechanism for generating meaning and producing discourse, where
images acquire symbolic, psychological, and social dimensions that reflect the narrator’s stance toward
authority, reality, and collective consciousness. The Reading also demonstrates that the cover itself
constitutes a visual system guiding interpretation, serving as an introductory threshold into the world
of the novel. The study concludes that the visual system in the novel is not merely an artistic
embellishment but an interpretive tool that regulates the relationship of the text with itself and with
the world.

KEYWORDS: Visual system, narrative fiction, image, ideology, Houbah.
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