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The article’s primary objective is to analyze the remarkable aesthetics of the French
art form the One-Man Show, nurtured by its master artisans who laid its foundations and
enriched it through their experimental innovations, which later blossomed into independent
schools. Prior to this, the article explores the obscure origins and ambiguous beginnings of
the "One-Man Show," examining its intersections with the dramatic arts of ancient Greece,
particularly in forms like comedy, tragedy, and satyric drama. The analysis focuses on
unraveling these intersections, clarifying the boundaries of the genre, and addressing the
debates concerning its defining traits and essential characteristics. The article concludes
with an exploration of the artistic genius demonstrated by key figures of this genre in
France, such as Elie Semoun and Davos, as well as by distinguished North African artists
like Jamel Debbouze, Smain, and Fellag.

In its entirety, this article is a call to reflect on certain artistic practices that have
reached the zenith of their popularity, brilliance, and creative contribution in Europe and
America, yet remain absent in the Arab and Maghrebi cultural world. This absence prompts
an urgent need to engage deeply with this groundbreaking artistic and social phenomenon.

Keywords: One-Man Show, Aesthetics, Performance, Art, Drama, Theatre.
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«esquisse, dessin rapide »J 44,45 &z 3

4 Bernadette Gromer, « Humour, oralité et connivence...dans le texte méme », Humoresque 21-2005.
p.129.

® Marc Fumaroli, La diplomatie de l7esprit, Hermann, 1994, p. 300-303 (cité par B. Gromer dans le méme
article).

6 _Elisabeth Pillet, « Ce genre niexiste pas  pourquoi lfinventer? », revue électronique Belphégor, (Les
genres et les cultures de masse) vol 11, n°1, décembre 2003.
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" Elisabeth Pillet, « Ce genre niexiste pas  pourquoi lfinventer? », revue électronique Belphégor, (Les
genres et les cultures de masse) vol 111, n°1, décembre 2003.
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1 Elisabeth Pillet, « Ce genre niexiste pas t pourquoi Ifinventer? », revue électronique Belphégor, (Les
genres et les cultures de masse) vol I11, n°1, décembre 2003.
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