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Repressive and genocidal practices of French colonialism against Algerians. Through plays that
depicted revolutionary realities and the social suffering of the people, theater became a
powerful tool aimed at all segments of society, striving to support the armed revolution, amplify
its voice on both national and international platforms, and inspire and raise awareness among
the population.

During this period, despite its relatively recent emergence, children's theater played a crucial
role in conveying the events of the revolution and glorifying its heroes. It became an effective
mechanism for instilling national values and the principles of revolution, Arab identity, and
Islam in the hearts of children and young audiences. This was achieved through performances
staged by cultural and reformist associations. Its role continued after independence, shifting to
dramatizing the details of the revolution through plays specifically targeting children and
youth. These performances integrated revolutionary slogans and called for collective effort and
social cohesion, reinforcing the connection between past and present—particularly as Algeria
embarked on a process of national reconstruction, reclaiming its social and cultural presence
after being largely erased from the Arab world’s cultural landscape.

As a result, theatrical discourse took on diverse forms, ranging from explicit to implicit and
symbolic, in search of deeper and more aesthetically refined meanings. These messages
remained open to interpretation, allowing audiences to extract hidden connotations that
fostered a new social and cultural consciousness, thereby strengthening national identity among
children in this transformative era.

Keywords: Children's theater, implicit meaning, explicit discourse, national identity,
revolution.
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