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Which comes first — culture or language? The symbiotic relationship between culture and
language should render this question meaningless. Language is a part of culture and culture is a
part of language. The two are inseparable.

However, the scholarly community continues to treat culture and language as distinct entities,
ignoring the possibility that they might influence each other. A relatively new movement in
linguistics, namely Cognitive Linguistics, facilitates research on linguistic phenomena as artifacts
of human experience. With its focus on how human beings conceive of, manipulate, and
metaphorically extend meaning, Cognitive Linguistics can potentially open a bridge between
linguistic and cultural studies. This article will propose a new line of research on Cultural
Linguistics, showing what contributions Cognitive Linguistics can make to this endeavor. Case
studies of linguistic phenomena with possible cultural import will be presented, as well as a
concluding argument supporting future research on Cultural Linguistics.
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