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The myth of "Yema Gouraya" is one of the ancient Algerian myths rooted in the Berber
(Amazigh) culture of North Africa. It revolves around various tales that tell the story of a strong
and wise woman named "Yema Gouraya", who is considered a symbol of sacrifice, strength,
protection, and motherhood. She rests in a shrine located in the heights of the city of Béjaia,
which remains a destination for visitors and travelers. In the local culture, this monument
represents protection and safety for the region. Through a structural anthropological approach,
we attempted to analyze this myth to understand the deep cultural structures it reflects,
using Claude Lévi-Strauss's method of myth analysis.

This myth can be analyzed to uncover the deep cultural structures it embodies. The myth of
Yema Gouraya expresses opposing dualities, mythical units, and shared intellectual structures,
while also playing a social role in interpreting phenomena and preserving cultural identity. The
myth reflects symbols that form the collective unconscious of the Amazigh society, making it a
powerful tool for understanding culture and identity.

Key words : The myth - structural anthropological - Opposite dualities - Deep structure
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