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The contemporary Algerian novel reflects the lived reality, forming a mirror-like
discourse that conveys news about the nation and its crises. Writers have become skilled in
crafting titles that direct readers to their texts and draw their attention to the experiences of the
past, preserving them in memory. This highlights the importance of the title, especially in its
magnetic function, as it is the key that unlocks the text and encapsulates its semantic structures,
allowing the identification of its theme and providing a glimpse of it. The title serves as a
miniature sign within a broader sign. This research paper aims to explore the title of one of the
contemporary Algerian narrative discourses semiotically, namely the text The Forgotten Zaouia
by Lamine Ben Toumi, using both description and analysis as reading procedures, along with the
semiotic square to represent the title’s connotations. The goal is to assess the alignment between
the title and what is presented in the text, especially since it is a symbolic title characterized by
ambiguity. Since the title is the first reading threshold, analyzing it is the necessary first step
before entering the text. In one sentence, it summarizes what is elaborated across the pages.

Keywords: Algerian novel, title, semiotics, semiotic square, thresholds.
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